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Overall, North American society has mostly been getting more and more 
progressive in terms of what jokes we 
don’t make and what words we don’t use. 
Racist jokes, particularly, used to be much 
more common than they are today. That 
is, unless you’re talking about those made 
against Asian people, who are apparently 
still thought of as “acceptable” targets. 
This January, Steve Harvey made a joke on 
his talk show about a book called How to 
Date a White Woman: A Practical Guide 
for Asian Men. His joke—if you can call 
it that—went like this: “That’s one page. 
‘Excuse me, do you like Asian men?’ ‘No.’ 
‘Thank you.’” I shouldn’t really need to 
explain why this is awful. It just taps into 
a history of emasculating Asian men and 
treating them as undesirable sexually. And 
it’s just not true. As someone who is in 
a long term relationship with a Chinese 
man, and as someone with white friends—
both men and women—who are in 
relationships with Asian men, I can’t wrap 
my head around this stereotype. The worst 
thing is that there was minimal backlash. 
Sure, some people wrote articles about it, 
but it wasn’t the career-ending catastrophe 
it might have been if he targeted a book 
about people of a different race. 
Last year, Trump-supporter, beauty queen, 
and apparent empowerer of women 
Jennifer Murphy performed her original 
song “I Want to Be Ninja” at the launch of 
her line of murphy beds. Complete with 
an incredibly stereotypical Chinese accent, 
broken grammar (see title), and mentions 
of taking people down to Chinatown, 
Murphy showcased that she is a) racist, 
b) tone-deaf, and c) very confused about 
where ninjas are from. It is a spectacle, and 
it’s made all the better by the one Asian 
woman standing next to her giving her 
a stoic side eye the entire performance. 
Murphy has defended it by saying that 
she just wanted to make people smile and 
that anyone upset about it should get a 
life. Like with Harvey, there was backlash, 
but it would have been much worse if 
she was targeting a different group.
It’s everywhere. On TV, we still have 
Han from 2 Broke Girls, who is a 
short, purposefully- and consistently-
emasculated Korean man with poor 
English skills that is constantly torn down 
by his employees. At the 2016 Oscars, 
which featured a lot of discussion about 
inclusion and racism, Chris Rock brought 
out Asian children instead of the Price 
Water House accountants, and Sacha 
Baron Cohen referred to “hard-working 
little yellow people with tiny dongs,” only 
to pull back and say he meant Minions, 
implying that if you thought he meant 
Asian men, you were the racist, not him.
Online and in real life, jokes and 
stereotypes are abundant. Most threads 
on Reddit about Asian people devolve 
into “Herro Kitty”-type crap. I hear this in 
real life too, mimicking people at Chinese 
food restaurants or copying accents (“But 
that’s how they say it!”). Asian women 
on dating sites are inundated with racist 
messages perpetuating stereotypes about 
them. People often feel like it’s acceptable 
to ask Asian-Canadians where they’re 
really from (’cause they’re clearly not really 
Canadian!), comment on how well they 
speak English, talk about their math skills, 
and commit other shitty microaggressions. 
And let’s be real—most of us have done 
some of these, because they’re viewed 
as culturally acceptable. It’s just not a 
social taboo like a lot of other things have 
become, but it should be. All of these just 
“other” people, instead of including them.
We seem to have largely agreed that 
making fun of people of colour is bad, 
but that obviously doesn’t extend to 
everyone. This most likely has a lot to do 
with the level of oppression certain groups 
face in society. In the business world, 
Black, Hispanic, and Indigenous men 
and women, among those of other races, 
often face a higher amount of prejudice 
that white and Asian men and women 
do. That doesn’t make this stuff okay.
The disturbing thing is, even if there is 
less oppression of Chinese- and Japanese-
Canadians than some other minority 
groups now, extreme oppression is part 
of our very recent past. In the first half 
of the 20th century, the majority of 
European British Columbians viewed these 
immigrants as a scourge on society, as 
people who would never assimilate, and as 
people who were just here to steal our jobs 
and lower the moral standards of European 
society (sound familiar?). Actually, 
“people” is taking it too far—legally, the 
Japanese and Chinese were not included 
in the definition of “person” in British 
Columbia. Our legislature consistently 
pushed through anti-Asian motions, 
and our premiers ran on anti-Asian 
immigration platforms. Head taxes were 
put in place and constantly raised to block 
more Chinese people from immigrating. 
During World War II, the B.C. government 
forcibly interned all of our Japanese-
Canadian residents and sold their property 
and businesses against recommendations 
by people who had done research on 
whether they actually posed a threat. It was 
only after World War II that things started 
to improve incrementally. These are things 
we don’t really talk about anymore, but 
they’re also incredibly important parts 
of our history that we should not avoid. 
We need to push forward together. No 
person should be othered or stereotyped. 
Anywhere, but especially in a place as 
diverse as Canada, we should know treat 
everyone as equally Canadian, whether 
their family goes back hundreds of years in 
Canada or just a couple months. Everyone 
should be treated as an unacceptable target 
for shitty, racist jokes and stereotypes.
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On April 1, a long anticipated totem pole was raised near UBC—a 
totem pole made to immortalize 
the memory and experiences of 
Indigenous children who lived through 
the residential school experience.
Hundreds gathered to see the 
17-metre pole—carved by Haida 
chief and master carver James 
Hart—which was brought up in 
the traditional style, accompanied 
by stories from residential school 
survivors. The pole was made from 
an 800-year-old cedar tree.
“The schools were terrible 
places. Working on the pole has been 
difficult, but I have loved it too. We 
need to pay attention to the past and 
work together on a brighter future,” 
Hart said to the Vancouver Sun.
At the base, copper nails are 
formed in the shape of two skeletons. 
The pole tells the story of 
Canada’s Indigenous peoples in 
three parts. The bottom part of 
the story represents life before the 
residential schools with symbols 
of salmon, a bear, and a raven. 
The middle of the pole, fashioned 
after the traditional residential 
schoolhouse, represents the sorrowful 
time of these institutions. There 
are thousands of copper nails in 
the pole, each one representing 
a residential school student who 
lost their life during the years 
of Canada’s darkest history. 
The top of the pole tells 
of the post-residential school 
experience. Children, carved to 
represent various nationalities 
of Indigenous Peoples, stand 
above the school. One child is left 
unfinished, to represent the children 
who never came home from the 
schools. Families are brought 
together, and an eagle and spirits 
remain to care for and protect 
affected generations.
All of the copper 
nails that have been 
placed in the pole have 
been hammered in 
by residential school 
survivors, as well as 
children and volunteers.
“It’s really to bring 
attention to the destruction 
[residential schools] brought forth 
and the effects that we’re living 
with today,” Hart said to CBC.
“It’s part of a celebration 
that says ‘I’m still here, we’re 
still here.’ We weren’t beaten 
down to the point where we 
became non-existent,” said 
Elder Barney Williams 
to Global News. 
Williams shared his 
story during the pole 
raising ceremony. He 
attended a residential 
school on Meares 
Island, BC, where he 
faced a traumatic 
history of physical 
and sexual 
assault.
Prior to the pole raising ceremony, 
Hart spoke to the Vancouver Sun 
about the many significances of the 
pole. He spoke of reconciliation, 
and even though recognizing the 
atrocities of residential school is 
important, it is just as important to 
always remember those who lived 
and died during the experience.
“It’s about understanding and 
moving forward together. We want 
to be part of Canada. We have lots 
to offer,” Hart had said to the 
Vancouver Sun. “Every nation 
has been here for thousands 
of years. We’re part of 
the country. Really, 
we want to be 
part of Canada, 
but not the 
destructive 
part.”
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
öö Reconciliation pole raised at UBC
Towering 
above historic 
hardships
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The Douglas College Foundation and Envision Financial will be holding 
their annual marketing practicum on 
April 11, in the Aboriginal Gathering 
Place—room S4650 of Douglas 
College’s New Westminster campus.
“Our Envision programming allows 
us to build capacity in the non-profit 
sector and extend our students’ learning 
opportunities outside the classroom,” 
said Christina Cawkell, marketing 
instructor from the Faculty of Commerce 
and Business Administration. 
“This year, we are working with 
a non-profit youth service called 
Encompass, as well as a social enterprise 
Food Truck businesses for Sources BC, 
which runs a number of programs in the 
social sector for people in need,” Cawkell 
said in an interview “The Envision 
funding gives me the opportunity to 
budget for tangible marketing assets 
these non-profits could otherwise 
not afford, and exposes the students 
to things like video production and 
website development, as well as exposure 
to VIPs from across the college and 
Envision in their showcase on April 12.”
She said that the practicum 
is a great learning experience for 
marketing students, and it helps 
other’s not-for-profits as well.”
“The students gain experience with 
non-profits in the community and they 
solve real marketing challenges for them, 
while the non-profit walks away with 
something they can use in the future,” 
Cawkell said. “Without Envision’s 
sponsorship we wouldn’t be able to go 
to that next level and really partner 
students with the non-profit community. 
It sounds cheesy, but it truly is a win-win.”
Alexandra Nicoara, Vice President 
of Marketing of the Douglas College 
Business Association, did a presentation 
for her final semester of the Marketing 
Management Diploma program, 
and talked about her experience 
doing her practicum in 2014 with 
the Tri-City Transitions Society and 
creating materials for them.
“We also created a video for 
Tri-City Transitions Society that 
they put on their website, and 
Envision sponsored all of that.”
Nicoara said that there were positive 
reactions to her group’s presentation 
of their work, and was happy about the 
opportunity to work for the not-for-profit.
“I think it’s a really great program 
because these non-profits don’t have the 
money or budget to actually spend on a 
marketing campaign. So, applying for this 
program gives them the opportunity to 
work with students who are marketing 
students, like myself,” Nicoara said. 
“And it’s a really great practice [for the 
students] because we do campaigns 
that actually happen in the real world, 
because it’s for an actual company.”
Douglas College holds annual practicum 
öö Douglas College marketing students demonstrate their expertise 
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
The students gain 
experience with 
non-profits in 
the community, 
and they solve 
real marketing 
challenges 
for them.”
– Christina Cawkell
With another semester coming to an end, students may not realize that 
they might be graduating sooner than 
expected.
Contrary to most clubs at the college, 
the DSU INTR 2018 is a course union 
grad association—a group of students 
in a grad department that raises funds 
for graduation. Most, if not all, of the 
members in DSU INTR 2018 are in the 
Sign Language Interpretation Program, 
set to graduate next year. Sandra 
Saoumaa, president of the DSU INTR 
2018 Grad Association, hopes to bring 
attention to the student community.
“Essentially, it’s a club for our 
cohorts to gather together and discuss 
ASL and interpreting-related topics. 
We run only in ASL for all our entire 
meetings and get togethers,” said 
Saoumaa. “Like learning any language, 
it opens you up to a whole new world of 
communication, a new culture, and a 
new community. It’s a really wonderful 
experience for people who are willing to 
put in the work.”
Along with Saoumaa, the INTR 2018 
Association takes pride in working in the 
local community as part of their program 
requirements. 
“It’s so we are able to have a better 
idea of what our work will look like 
post-graduation. Community members 
email the college asking for student 
interpreters, and if they are deemed 
appropriate, then we can sign up for 
them. As we aren’t certified [yet], we 
always go in pairs and the people who we 
are volunteering with are aware that we 
are still students,” said Saoumaa.
The thought process behind the 
club began when a group of students saw 
that there needed to be a platform for 
discussing issues and dilemmas around 
deaf culture, or anything interpreting-
related. Saoumaa noted that while 
they have debriefing time in class with 
instructors, having their own time is also 
helpful. 
A recent discussion that has arisen 
is the idea around interpreters who focus 
on interpreting music. 
“One concern of this is that it’s 
taking the discussion away from the 
deaf community and from accessibility, 
and making it more focused on the 
interpreters as well as showing ASL 
as more of a performance art than 
a language connected to a distinct 
community and culture,” said Saoumaa.
“[While] some deaf people love 
music and appreciate the interpreters, 
there are other deaf people who have 
no interest in music. The wording can 
be dangerous, as it makes it seem like 
deaf people are deprived of this magical 
thing and their worlds are better now 
because of these amazing interpreters. 
This, again, continues to oppress the 
community when [there are] many of 
them who aren’t interested in music and 
aren’t missing out on anything.”
Having opened the club only 
a few months ago, 14 students are 
already members of the association. 
Understandably, the small group 
attends the same classes and plan to 
graduate together, but they welcome 
anyone to join in fundraising for their 
own graduation funds. The INTR 2018 
Association has yet to host any event—as 
they are currently applying for grants—
but they plan to buckle down over the 
summer and create some solid ideas for 
the upcoming fall semester.
SPOTLIGHT: 
Open for interpretation 
öö DSU INTR 2018 Grad Association 
lends a hand to local community
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
To find out more information 
about the DSU INTR 2018 
Association and their 
initiatives, send an email to 
INTR2018@gmail.com
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It seems that the City of New Westminster has wasted no time in 
passing projects to aid those struggling 
to afford housing. New Westminster can 
also expect to see a surge in property 
purchases as prospective homeowners 
are pushed out of Vancouver and into 
its surrounding municipalities.
The city is seeking to open a rent 
bank and a six-unit affordable housing 
project in the near future, as sponsored by 
city council and MLA Judy Darcy. These 
projects will undoubtedly benefit those 
earning little income and those at risk 
of homelessness. However, as real estate 
becomes more desirable projects like these 
may be cast aside in the future in lieu of 
fostering a competitive housing market.
New Westminster’s rent bank 
started when several people visited 
Darcy’s constituency office in search 
of a temporary financial solution. 
“So many people are living 
paycheque to paycheque. If some crisis 
strikes, and you are living paycheque 
to paycheque, then where do you go to 
pay your next month’s rent? That, we 
are hearing of more and more. It could 
be they are waiting for a cheque that 
they know is going to come,” Darcy 
said to the New Westminster Record.
The rent bank will work similar to a 
loan. However, unlike payday loans, it will 
offer a low rate of interest. Rent banks in 
Ontario have achieved a level of success 
in alleviating a homeless crisis there, and 
in BC rent banks are currently available 
in Vancouver, Surrey, and Kamloops.
“Sometimes we get in the habit 
of focusing too much on the issue of 
homelessness after it has happened, 
and not focus enough attention on 
programs that actually work to prevent 
homelessness,” said Mayor Jonathan 
Cote to the New Westminster Record.
Another way New Westminster 
appears to be battling homelessness is by 
creating an affordable housing project.
The project, which will be developed 
by The Community Living Society, was 
recently passed through city hall and will 
be built north of the Patullo Bridge. The 
predicted site is currently an un-zoned 
road allowance, but should be easy to 
rezone. Three of its six units will house 
people with developmental disabilities, 
while the remaining three units will 
be given to low income families.
While these progressive housing 
resources are under development, so 
is New Westminster real estate.
The Real Estate Investment 
Network released a report that stated, 
“Revitalization, lifestyle, affordability—all 
are lining up to attract young families 
and at the same time, we’re starting 
to see companies move into the area 
and bringing those younger jobs.”
New Westminster is seemingly 
the centre of the Lower Mainland, 
with easy access to Richmond, Surrey, 
Vancouver, and other municipalities. As 
plans for a new Patullo Bridge loom on 
the horizon, it will likely become less 
congested and thus even more desirable.
“New Westminster seems to be 
located in the exact right spot and it’s 
north of the Fraser River, so no bridges 
[on the commute]. And it’s the 13th 
most expensive of the 15 areas in Metro 
Vancouver,” said Don Campbell of the Real 
Estate Investment Network, to News 1130.
The City of New Westminster 
has yet to release a response about 
the report, but if it holds true, it will 
become clear whether or not the 
city will continue its trend towards 
creating housing plans and projects.
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
Sustainability was a shared concern among many young participants 
on a Wednesday evening at City 
Studio, Vancouver, as Embark and SFU 
Sustainability hosted collaborative event.
The Project Showcase event 
unfolded as an interactive, engaging 
space that celebrated grant recipients of 
the Social Innovation Seed Fund—a joint 
effort between Embark and Radius SFU 
to encourage entrepreneurial individuals 
catalyzing social and environmental 
impact. Each peer educator from SFU 
Sustainability was asked to interview one 
recipient about their project.
Eight student projects were 
showcased, such as City Hive, Bright 
Ideas, As We Are, Soap for Hope, and 
others. The entire room buzzed with 
laughter, inquiry, and storytelling as each 
recipient unveiled their journey with the 
project.
Ali White, programs manager at 
Embark, said, “We wanted to bring 
students together to inspire and 
learn from each other in an informal 
atmosphere. All the projects are unique 
and diverse, which gives ample space 
to connect and network amongst each 
other.”
The principles of sustainability 
meant different things for each project. 
Tessica Truong showcased City Hive, 
a youth-driven organization that was 
piloted in 2016.
“We are on a mission to transform 
the way young people are engaged in 
[the] planning, designing, and shaping 
of their cities. We bridge gaps between 
big organizations and institutions facing 
sustainable issues and students who have 
passion, energy, and time,” explained 
Truong.
“We train young students of 
different ages to feel competent and 
confident about their capabilities, while 
helping organizations build programs 
that are robust and meaningful where 
these students can gather invaluable 
experience,” she said.
City Hive has initiated a project 
called 30Network, which addresses 
housing and affordability within 
Vancouver, while the cohort of 30 is 
challenged to look for creative solutions. 
Calling for a human-centred perspective, 
Truong explained that City Hive 
enables a platform to upscale solutions 
collectively.
Another project, Bright Ideas, 
played with similar structure. Cody de 
Leijer, external manager at the program, 
explained, “Bright Ideas is one of our 
eight programs at Enactus SFU, and we 
essentially fund a $100 microloan to high 
school students who are paired with a 
university mentor, and encourage them 
to take up ventures to affect economic, 
social change.”
“We simply wanted to give a 
platform to high school students to play 
with the models of a business venture 
with many of them turning over 50 per 
cent profits. Sustainability to us means 
that we are able to use the impact of our 
youth and show to them that they need 
to adapt to our constantly changing 
world,” he said.
Woven Together is one such 
project where students partnered with 
Funk’N’Frost in Guildford Town Centre 
to sell equality bracelets for women, and 
25 per cent of the proceeds are donated 
to a charity. The initiative, de Leijer said, 
musters support for violence against 
women—all accomplished within just 
three weeks by high school students.
Community impact was a major 
value upheld across all of the projects 
and the work they do. Another such 
organization was Soap for Hope, a 
non-profit enterprise that upcycles 
used bar soaps from hotels into liquid, 
reusable soap. From commodity-based 
to community-based sustainability, the 
project partners with Mission Possible 
and Hope for Freedom to provide 
transitional work opportunities for 
people overcoming addiction.
A warmth engulfed the Project 
Showcase event with five other projects, 
all of which were rich in their stories and 
trajectories. Terri Rutty, engagement 
coordinator at SFU Sustainability, 
remarked, “It’s truly about nurturing 
the small ideas and projects. I think we 
often get caught up in large projects 
and events, but forget to celebrate 
small changes. This is what we have 
successfully achieved here.”
All these projects aim to be 
impactful and far-reaching in their 
sustainability approach.
öö Embark and SFU Sustainability collaborate to celebrate eight student entrepreneurial projects
Social Innovation Seed Fund 
recipients showcase projects
Preethi Bokka
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Ticket scalping has plagued consumers for well over a hundred 
years, and we continue to scratch our 
heads at the government’s inefficiency 
at dealing with the problem.
Ticket scalping is the practice of 
buying tickets to later resell them at a 
higher price. The origins of the term 
supposedly come from the practice of 
literally removing the scalps of enemies 
to collect and sell—obviously a very 
painful process for the victim, comparable 
to the unpleasantness of having to 
buy tickets at a marked-up price.
In North America, the problem 
has been around since the 19th century 
when speculators would buy up a lot of 
tickets for theatre productions, operas, 
and other entertainment shows only to 
resell them on the black market, to the 
dismay of would-be attendees. Even in the 
late 1800s, many people were suspicious 
of the idea that theatre managers were 
colluding with speculators to withhold 
tickets so they could be resold at 
inflated prices. Some individual states 
in the US started passing anti-scalping 
legislation in the late 1800s and early 
1900s—but the US also imposed federal 
regulations banning these state laws on 
the grounds that they unconstitutionally 
interfered with private industry.
Ticket scalping continued to 
be a growing source of controversy 
throughout the 20th century. In court 
cases, newspaper editorials, and in front 
of all kinds of entertainment venues, 
people debated the legitimacy of the 
practice. Some argued that governments 
should not have the power to regulate free 
markets by banning scalping, and pointed 
out that it was often more convenient 
for consumers to buy from scalpers at 
slightly higher prices than to line up 
for hours to buy a ticket themselves; 
many others protested the unfairness of 
third party brokers making such a huge 
profit. The issue only grew alongside 
the proliferating industries of music, 
theatre, professional sports, and more.
Then the popularization of the 
internet introduced a huge host of new 
problems to ticket scalping. As soon as 
consumers could purchase tickets online 
without having to physically wait in line, 
buying became a lot more accessible and 
convenient—and so did resale. Soon 
enough scalpers were using bots that 
automatically bought tickets in bulk as 
soon as they were released for online sale. 
The ticket resale site StubHub was 
founded in 2000, and within a few years 
the company was making millions of 
dollars, and becoming embroiled in 
several legal battles with professional 
sports teams. Another major online 
reseller, TicketsNow, was established in 
1999. StubHub was sold to eBay for $310 
million in 2007, and TicketsNow was 
bought by Ticketmaster shortly after. 
Ticketmaster had already been a major 
headache for consumers because of its 
“convenience fees” charged on top of 
ticket prices, but its direct involvement in 
the resale market fuelled the controversy 
and accusations of monopolization 
even further. The company has faced 
threats of legal action in Canada and the 
US over the practice of automatically 
redirecting buyers from Ticketmaster to 
the marked-up prices on TicketsNow.
This isn’t to say that online reselling 
is always bad, because a lot of the 
time you can find tickets for similar 
or even cheaper prices than primary 
vendors. Reselling becomes a problem 
when bots buy up all the tickets the 
very minute they’re released, leaving 
none for fans. Another issue is when 
artists themselves withhold significant 
portions of their tickets to sell to fans 
who pay for early access or to secondary 
vendors directly, which is done by a lot of 
artists including Celine Dion, Coldplay, 
Kanye West, and countless others. 
With the problem so prevalent, one 
might expect governments to take more 
action to curb the practice, rather than 
the pitiful efforts that have taken place 
in Canada, where resale is regulated at 
the provincial level. Although Quebec 
has laws making ticket resale illegal 
and Saskatchewan bans it under some 
circumstances, most other provinces—
including BC—have no laws against the 
practice. It used to be illegal in Ontario, 
but in 2015 the provincial government 
tweaked its laws to allow resale under 
certain conditions. Recently, discussion 
of the practice of scalping flared back 
into the headlines with the Tragically 
Hip’s Man Machine Poem tour last year, 
when tickets across Canada were sold out 
almost immediately, all thanks to scalpers. 
Despite the outrage from consumers 
and the many people in all affected 
industries, the issue remains unresolved.
In its opening weekend, the highly-anticipated Ghost in the Shell 
was beaten out by The Boss Baby 
(both released by DreamWorks 
Pictures), making The Boss Baby 
the first surprise hit of 2017.
Initially, I was not going to watch it 
because it did not look appealing to me. 
When I saw a commercial for the film 
and found out that Alec Baldwin plays 
the baby in it, I thought that it looked 
interesting. While the film did well in the 
box office, I wondered if it was great. So 
I went to the theater and saw it in 3-D.
Based on the book by Marla Frazee 
(yes, it is based on a book), Timothy 
(Tobey Maguire) tells his daughter about 
a time when he was young and the worst 
possible thing happened: He had a baby 
brother. When young Timothy (Miles 
Christopher Bakshi) finds out that the 
baby (Baldwin) talks, the baby tells him 
that he works for a company called Baby 
Corp and he is on a mission to find out 
why people are loving puppies more than 
babies. This leads them undercover in 
Timothy’s parents’ workplace at Puppy 
Co., and at the same time, Timothy learns 
that having a brother is a great thing.
Alec Baldwin is great as the Boss 
Baby, and he fits the role very well. There 
were a lot of jokes in the film that were 
very vulgar, so the film could be funnier 
for adults than for children, though this 
film is a children’s film. The jokes were 
as vulgar as the jokes that Alec Baldwin 
says on the new Match Game (still on 
ABC). The film’s heavy use of the Beatles 
song “Blackbird” created the funniest 
joke of the entire film: When Timothy 
tells Boss Baby that this is the song that 
his parents sing to him before he goes to 
sleep, Boss Baby responds with, “So, your 
parents are Lennon and McCartney.” 
The world of the film is unusual 
because it takes place in the present 
day, though it still looks like the 1960s. 
Timothy’s imagination is similar to the 
flashback sequences in Kung Fu Panda. 
The 3-D in these sequences add more 
depth to the scenes, and there are 3-D 
effects throughout the film that will 
make you wish that you had seen it 
in 3-D if you chose to see it in 2-D.
Overall, The Boss Baby did not wow 
me that much. Most of DreamWorks 
Animation’s recent films are not that 
great story-wise, including Trolls 
(which does have a great theme song 
by Justin Timberlake). But the studio’s 
next film Captain Underpants: The 
First Epic Movie (also based on a book) 
could be great, though I question the 
casting of Harold and George with 
adult voice actors instead of kids.
While Boss Baby has a lot of 
funny jokes, if you do not like too 
much vulgarity, do not see this film.
A note on history: Making a 
profit from ticket markup
A surprise hit
öö A brief history of ticket scalping
öö ‘The Boss Baby’ film review
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Police comedies are something of a staple in Hollywood, and it 
owes a lot of its template to 1984’s 
Police Academy, a comedy with some 
promising scenes that is overall quite 
mediocre due to choppy execution.
The film is set in an unnamed 
American city and follows several 
cadets participating in the police 
training academy due to the elimination 
of previous requirements. An early 
scene shows the horrified reaction 
of the male leadership at the police 
academy, upset at having their old 
boys club stirred up by egalitarian 
legislation from a new female mayor.
The film then introduces the 
cohort of aspiring police recruits, and 
it manages to balance this wide cast 
of characters reasonably well. The 
silent, intimidating giant, the suave 
womanizer, the troublemaker trying 
to get expelled, the zealous fanatics: 
All of these characters find some 
time in the spotlight, and they each 
offer the audience some humorous 
moments. For instance, the suave 
womanizer dupes the two eager fanatics 
into getting military crewcuts at the 
academy barbershop. This joke only 
becomes apparent at the punchline. 
By contrast, the troublemaker 
character plays tricks on his superiors 
in attempts at getting expelled from 
the academy. One notable example is 
him planting brown shoe polish on 
the police lieutenant’s loudspeaker. 
The lieutenant then unwittingly 
sports a brown ring mustache, much 
to the amusement of the other 
characters in the film and the viewer.
However, despite the even pacing 
of the humour, the film’s transitioning 
and editing is not smooth. Due to the 
number of characters and the variety 
of humour, scenes are often very 
short, and those that are longer are 
interrupted by other ongoing scenes, 
involving other characters and other 
locations. This makes for a disjointed 
viewing experience that requires a 
concerted suspension of disbelief.
Among the stronger scenes is a 
panning shot through windows showing 
what the characters spend their evening 
doing. We see the fitness fanatic police 
lieutenant exercising in her room, and 
the womanizer visiting his women, 
having snuck into the women’s quarters 
disguised. This scene also sets up how 
the womanizer and the female police 
lieutenant’s lives will intertwine later 
in the film. Another highlight is when 
the two fanatic tough guys get tricked 
into going to a gay bar, twice. Again, 
these highlight the variety in the film.
The film unfortunately ends 
with a nonsensical third act, wherein 
the police trainees are thrown into 
a riot situation that devolves into 
chaos with little comedic value and 
even less realism. Everything wraps 
up in a cheesy, easily expected way.
Police Academy uses the idea of 
a disrupted patriarchal institution for 
comedic effect. Balancing a wide cast 
of characters and a variety of gags, sex 
jokes, and other humour, the film comes 
together as a mediocre 1980s comedy.
Bad cops
öö A film review of ‘Police Academy’
Ph
o
to
 c
o
u
rt
es
y 
o
f 
ca
n
ad
ia
n
ar
t.
ca
The Douglas College Creative Writing Department released its 
latest anthology of student writing at 
the Pearls 36 launch this March. The 
event included student author readings 
and the presentation of the Maurice 
Hodgson Award, a scholarship named 
after the late founder of Pearls. This 
year’s winners, Blake Rayment and 
Hannah Ewing, tied for first-place 
and both received gold awards.
“It is always difficult to rank 
gold and silver awards, but this year, 
for the first time, we felt that two 
students, Blake and Hannah, were 
equally deserving of gold,” said Glenda 
Leznoff, a Creative Writing instructor.
In the past, the $1,500 scholarship 
award was split between a gold 
recipient ($1,000) and a silver recipient 
($500). For Rayment and Ewing, the 
scholarship was split into $750 each.
“I’ve had both students in 
several classes, and not only are they 
gifted writers, but they’re also keen, 
generous, and insightful participants 
in class,” Leznoff said. “I’m delighted 
to see them as co-winners.”
When Rayment enrolled in Douglas 
College, he tried a variety of classes 
before he discovered Creative Writing.
“They helped me find my own 
writer’s voice and sharpen it. They 
helped me be confident going into 
class knowing that I could write what I 
wanted to,” he said. “I got a few things 
published in Pearls, which was great.”
In 2014, he had two works 
published in Pearls 33: the horror 
story “A Chat in a Parking Lot,” and 
the play “Demon Steven,” which he 
read at that year’s book’s launch.
“A Chat in a Parking Lot” is one 
of Rayment’s favourite Pearls works, 
because the dark tale about a crime scene 
was a different style of writing for him.
“I went all out with it. At the end, 
there is an autopsy report and I did the 
pictures. I was able to take my story and 
make it seem real,” he said. “It was the 
first horror piece they put into Pearls.”
The play “Demon Steven” is an 
example of Rayment’s humorous writing 
style, as it follows a demonic seven-year-
old who causes havoc for his human dad.
“It was for a playwriting class with 
Glenda,” he said. “She didn’t want any 
scripts with kids in them, because it 
gets too mushy. She didn’t want any 
supernatural stuff, because that’s 
overdone. So I specifically went home 
and wrote a script about a demon child. 
Then she ended up publishing it.”
“Blake has tremendous 
comedic talents in scriptwriting 
and prose,” Leznoff said.
Pearls 34 featured his play, 
“Barry’s Retreat,” which he read at 
the 2015 launch. At the Pearls 36 
launch, he read “Stoned,” a painfully 
funny personal narrative story 
that documents his experience of 
passing a kidney stone at age 12.
“Tragedy/comedy is my mantra,” 
he said. “Make it funny and then people 
will connect in a more intimate way.”
During his time at Douglas 
College, Rayment enrolled in almost 
every creative writing course available, 
maintained a 3.8 GPA, and completed an 
Associate of Arts in Creative Writing.
“To get into Pearls again for my last 
semester and win the Maurice Hodgson 
Award was a nice little send off,” he said.
Ewing began her academic 
journey at Douglas College in a 
very different field from where 
she eventually ended up.
“I was going for psychology,” she 
said. “Writing was always something 
I was interested in, but I didn’t 
think I could do it as a career.”
After studying psychology, Ewing 
decided to take a few years off to 
figure out her academic interests.
“I did a lot of travelling and I 
moved to Montreal for a little while,” 
she said. “While I was there, I read 
this book called A Heartbreaking 
Work of Staggering Genius by Dave 
Eggers. His writing style was just 
so interesting to me. I thought, ‘I 
could do this. I want to do this.’”
Ewing returned to Douglas College 
and entered the Creative Writing 
program, where she began developing 
her writing and editing skills.
“Being in the workshop setting 
is so helpful,” she said. “It teaches 
you how to think critically about 
other people’s work, and about your 
own work, and how to go back and 
self-edit, which I think is a super 
important skill for writers.”
“Hannah’s strengths 
include her keen observation of 
interpersonal relationships, her 
natural first person voice, and her 
poetic language,” Leznoff said.
“When I write short fiction, I 
always want to think about people 
and their relationships and how they 
express themselves,” Ewing said. 
“I always find those kinds of areas 
interesting: how people see situations 
differently, how they react differently, 
and how we’re all able to come 
together and find common ground.”
At the Pearls 36 launch—after 
winning the Maurice Hodgson 
Award—Ewing read her short story, 
“Everything Seems Easy at First,” 
which is about a girl struggling to 
connect with her friend after a death.
“Winning the award was such an 
honour. To be recognized by the faculty 
legitimized the whole experience,” she 
said. “I was a little choked up when 
I went up there because I accepted 
the award first and then I had to read 
and my eyes were full of tears.”
In September, Rayment and 
Ewing will both be attending the 
University of Wales to complete a 
Bachelor of Arts in Creative Writing.
“It’s a really seamless transition, 
because the University of Wales and 
Douglas have a relationship,” Ewing 
said. “It’s been pretty cool applying 
and getting ready for it, because all 
of the faculty have been helping us 
and everybody is really onboard.”
Journey to gold
öö Meet the 2017 Maurice Hodgson Award winners
Cheryl Minns
Senior Columnist
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Students of the new Music Technology Diploma Program showed off their 
specialized skills at the Current Sound 
Waves VI concert this past Thursday.
Being the first year that the Music 
Department has offered this two-
year diploma instead of the one-year 
certificate, a few students of this year’s 
graduating class have returned to Douglas 
after years away. A lot of these musicians 
are already working professionally in 
Vancouver’s music scene as artists, 
producers, and sound engineers.
In the hours before the concert, the 
graduates held a portfolio show outside 
the Laura C. Muir Performing Arts 
Theatre, where attendees could meet the 
students and experience some samples 
of their work. Some had audio clips of 
songs or albums to show off or music 
programs to demonstrates, and all were 
very willing to engage with visitors.
The concert itself began at 7:30 
p.m., featuring live performances by 
Douglas College’s four Fusion Bands 
along with recorded compositions by 
MTD students. The opening act of 
the night was by the first stylistically-
diverse Fusion Band. To this listener, the 
ensemble sounded like a mix of jazz, ska, 
R&B, pop, and other elements. Whatever 
the genre, it was certainly an effective 
combination of musicians, particularly 
their rendition of “Careless Whisper.” 
The concert then showcased a 
few original recorded compositions by 
students. As MTD program coordinator 
Blair Fisher explained, students in 
both their first and second year of the 
program produced many excellent 
works over the past two semesters, far 
too many to fit into a single concert. To 
pick the pieces presented on Thursday 
night, an anonymous list of works was 
sent to the faculty, who chose six of the 
best pieces to feature in the show.
The first three of these selected works 
were audio recordings unaccompanied 
by visuals. Even without anything to 
look at, it was an engaging experience—
the audience was able to sit back and 
appreciate the pulsing bass, the layers of 
rhythm and harmony, the expertly-woven 
effects, and the high-quality production of 
the three works as they filled the theatre.
Next up was the Fusion Pop Band, 
featuring a lineup of vocals, guitars, bass, 
keys, and percussion. The ensemble 
played a mixture of popular pieces like 
Paul McCartney’s “Live and Let Die” 
and the Eurythmics’ “Sweet Dreams.” 
The band also got to show off the fun 
side of sound effects with Tenacious D’s 
“Tribute,” and “The Greatest Song in 
the World”—demon voice included.
After an intermission, Fisher 
announced the recipients of the two 
Long & McQuade Student Recognition 
Awards, given to one first-year and 
one second-year MTD student for 
their outstanding musicianship.
Then came a performance by 
another ensemble, the Classic Rock 
Fusion Band. The group was less 
varied in genre, but certainly no less 
professional in sound quality and 
showmanship, and the audience got to 
rock along with familiar hits by artists 
like the Beatles and Pink Floyd.
The stage was next handed over 
to three more student projects, which 
were original recordings accompanied 
by visuals. First was a lyric music 
video for a song completely composed, 
written, produced, and mixed by MTD 
students. Then the audience heard two 
film scores for trailers of the movies 
Man of Steel and Miss Peregrine’s 
Home for Peculiar Children. With 
the meticulous synchronization of 
audio and video, the trailers created 
an epic cinematic experience.
Finally, the aptly-named Fusion 
Rock/R&B/Pop Band gave the fourth 
live performance of the night. 
The group filled the theatre with 
a masterful blend of genres and a 
palpable level of musical passion.
Even though the Music Technology 
Diploma is new, this year’s crop of 
graduates seems already jam-packed 
with musicality and professionalism, a 
trend bound to continue in future years.
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Viva la révolution! What better way to celebrate a great nation winning 
independence than by lopping off the 
heads of anyone who’d ever wronged you? 
 Guillotine (1998) is a thematic 
hand management game for two to five 
players, designed by Paul Peterson, and 
most recently published by Wizards 
of the Coast. In the game, cards with 
various people are lined up before the 
guillotine. Each character has a different 
point value, faction, and special effect. 
On a player’s turn, they can play cards 
from their hand to affect the lineup, and 
then claim the character card next to 
the guillotine. The player with the most 
points at the end of the game wins.
 Guillotine mitigates its morbid 
themes though humour. Illustrations are 
very approachable and funny, and the 
actions cards tell a story of the ill-fated 
proletarians trying desperately to delay 
their fate. This theme caries over into the 
gameplay, as players are not just trying to 
score points but also actively interfere with 
other players’ strategies. I did find that 
sometimes the winner was all but decided 
as the game came to a close, which can 
cause the last few rounds to be pointless 
or cause players to end the game early.
 I found Guillotine to be a fun and 
highly competitive game, but with a 
short play time and simple rules. The 
humour of the game can take some of 
the harshness out of the competitive 
aspect, which can plague some other 
games. This makes it ideal for players 
without a lot of experience or a desire 
for longer or more in-depth games.
Chairman of the board: How to get a head
öö ‘Guillotine’ board game review
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The backstage takes centre stage
öö Music Technology grads present work in portfolio show 
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In The Tiger and the Wolf, fantasy and sci-fi author Adrian Tchaikovsky 
steps into a fantastic prehistoric 
world steeped in the perfect blend 
of magic, mythos, and humanity.
The Tiger and the Wolf, published in 
February 2016, is the first in the ongoing 
Echoes of the Fall series. In this world, 
humans live in clans affiliated with certain 
animals and everyone has the power to 
Step—to shapeshift into the form of their 
people’s animal. Our protagonist Maniye, 
as the title suggests, is the daughter of 
a Wolf chieftain and the queen of the 
Tiger, and although she can Step into both 
forms, she belongs with neither people. 
Before you think this is a simple story of 
an outcast girl caught between her two 
heritages, I promise you, it’s so much 
more. The plot involves forging political 
alliances, negotiating between familial 
ties, and navigating one’s own path 
through this brilliantly-crafted world.
In fact, this novel’s strongest aspect 
is its world—more specifically the 
shapeshifting magic and the mythology 
behind it all. It’s hard to present 
shapeshifting in a way that doesn’t feel 
either overdone or overpowered, but 
Tchaikovsky deftly weaves the ability into 
the different cultures. Part of the reason it 
works is because the setting is so suited to 
it: The world roughly parallels Earth’s early 
Iron Age based on the level of technology 
and the size of human settlements, 
and humanity’s close bond with nature 
integrates seamlessly into this period. 
Every aspect of the shapeshifting—
from how people learn to master their 
powers to how they deal with clothing 
when they Step—is well thought-out. 
The Tiger and the Wolf also succeeds 
at building different cultures around 
different animals in a convincing, nuanced 
manner, rather than homogenizing each 
people. All of the characters are clearly 
shaped by their upbringings in their 
respective clans, but these societies are far 
from two-dimensional personifications 
of their animals. For example, the Wolves 
are fierce fighters who live in hierarchical 
village tribes, and most people of the 
Bear are temperamentally aloof and 
physically huge, but these traits inform 
the characters without defining them. It 
feels like the characters themselves are 
the ones to reinforce stereotypes between 
different peoples, rather than the author 
forcing them into simplistic moulds.
The novel’s world also meshes 
beautifully with the mythology. Every 
group of people has its own patron god: 
The Wolf, Tiger, Old Crocodile, Serpent, 
and many more. Maniye, torn between 
her two bloodlines, is forced to do some 
serious soul-searching relating to these 
deities, and through her the reader 
is introduced to the truly epic scope 
of this world’s prehistoric aspects.
I did find a couple of problems with 
this book. A few points in the story did 
feel a bit deus ex machina, 
with characters being 
saved at the last minute 
by coincidences that are a 
little too convenient and 
predictable. However, 
the plot still contained 
enough twists to keep 
me more than engaged. 
The characters come 
across as a bit lacking, 
and although none of 
the important characters 
are intolerably bland, 
none of them really feel 
as completely developed 
and sympathetic as 
I’d like. Still, the rich 
world surrounding 
the characters more 
than makes up for 
these deficiencies.
I can’t help but 
compare this novel to 
Tchaikovsky’s 10-book 
epic Shadows of the 
Apt, which is one of my 
absolute favourite series 
of all time. Shadows of the 
Apt features humans with insect aspects, 
and the series has some of the most 
impressive, immersive worldbuilding and 
mythos I’ve ever encountered, melding 
together magic, military fantasy, and 
steampunk technology. The world of 
Echoes of the Fall is so far considerably 
shallower than Shadows of the Apt, 
and I have to admit my heart belongs 
to the author’s first series (which, 
I must emphasize, is amazing). 
Having read both, it’s impressive 
that Tchaikovsky has managed to 
build another complex, cohesive 
world around this same concept of 
humans with animal characteristics.
The Bear and the Serpent, book 
two of Echoes of the Fall, came out 
earlier this year. I haven’t had a 
chance to pick it up yet, but I have full 
faith that it is just as enthralling.
Things were hard in the Cold War, especially during the late 1960s. The 
threat of human extinction was, for the 
first time ever, a very real possibility. 
Americans were suddenly forced to 
confront the racism in their legal system 
and overhaul centuries-old social 
structures. A president had been shot in 
the past few years, along with most of his 
family. The environment was beginning 
to show signs of mass degradation. 
In the midst of all this bleakness, 
people were finding hope in what 
science had revealed. This became the 
focus of one of the most influential 
TV shows of all time, and arguably the 
beginning of nerd culture: Star Trek.
The premise of the show is that, 
in the future, the human race has shed 
the need for war, money, or social 
hierarchy, and humanity has become a 
peaceful and progressive society devoted 
to science and exploration. Almost all 
countries unite under the Federation, 
which has tasked crews with exploring 
space. The goal of Captain James Kirk 
and his spaceship’s crew is to find new, 
advanced civilizations and share art 
and technology for the betterment of 
all. This show’s concept was unexpected 
and lighthearted at a time when humans 
were, in the real world, threatening 
each other with nuclear holocaust.
The real optimism shines through 
most in the cast. When it first began, Star 
Trek featured one of the most diverse 
casts of actors in any television show, 
and it repeatedly pushed the boundaries 
of what was acceptable for the time. 
Nichelle Nichols played Uhara, one 
of the first recurring black characters 
on a major network. They even had a 
prominent Russian character at a time 
when the Cuban Missile Crisis was 
still recent memory. One of the most 
famous examples of the commitment to 
portraying a truly post-racial society was 
having Kirk and Uhara kiss, the first-ever 
interracial kiss on camera. The studio 
was so reluctant to actually depict a real 
kiss that William Shatner and Nichols 
intentionally ruined every take other than 
the legitimate one, forcing them to air it.
The idea of human society eventually 
overcoming the bad parts of its nature, 
like racism and war, wasn’t new to science 
fiction, but it was new to a television 
audience. Star Trek wasn’t just advocating 
for a humanity that could cure diseases 
and explore the universe through science 
and technology, it was saying that, 
through science and technology, we can 
grow past the hate and tribalism and make 
something better. When the Civil Rights 
Movement and peace protests around the 
world were broadcast on television and 
the radio for everyone to be inspired by, 
it was a pretty hard idea to argue with.
The optimism of ‘Star Trek’
öö A franchise propelled by hope for humans
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Finely designed worldbuilding and 
shapeshifting
öö ‘The Tiger and the Wolf’ book review
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 O Royals host their 2017 Athletic Banquet
 O Highline-Valley-Pierce
And more!
WIN LOSS WIN % STRK L10
DOUGLAS 8 0 1.000 8W 8-0
EDMONS 11 1 0.917 1W 9-1
PIERCE 5 2 0.714 2W 5-2
BELLEVUE 7 5 0.583 4W 7-3
EVERETT 5 6 0.455 1W 4-6
HIGHLINE 4 7 0.417 3L 3-7
OLYMPIC 3 9 0.250 1L 3-7
SKAGIT 
VALLEY 2 8 0.200 2L 2-8
SHORELINE 1 9 0.100 3L 1-9
WIN LOSS WIN % STRK L10
EVERETT 6 0 1.000 6W 6-0
EDMONDS 6 2 0.750 1L 6-2
SHORELINE 4 4 0.500 1L 4-4
OLYMPIC 3 5 0.375 1W 3-5
SKAGIT 
VALLEY 2 4 0.333 2L 2-4
BELLEVUE 1 3 0.250 1W 1-3
DOUGLAS 0 4 0.000 4L 0-4
 
SOFTBALLBASEBALL
Hold your horses! And by that, Finland means hold the stick of 
your hobbyhorses before you giddy-up 
and jump over hurdles. 
Hobby-horsing has been making 
the rounds on social media since April 
1, which, of course, made everybody 
think that it was an elaborate April 
Fool’s prank. However, what might 
seem like a bizarre activity is in fact an 
organised sport that’s been galloping 
across Scandinavian countries. Having 
attracted 10,000 athletes in Finland—
then subsequently gaining thousands 
more in neighbouring countries like 
Sweden and Germany—you can really 
tell that hobby-horsing is the new 
equestrian sports craze. 
You can think of it as an obstacle 
course. You have to keep a hobby-horse 
stick between your legs and make sure 
that the stick doesn’t end up hitting the 
hurdle when you jump.
Participants of the sport have 
been mostly teenage girls aged 12–18, 
but the sport isn’t exclusive to girls. 
While hobby-horsing sounds silly, don’t 
underestimate the nature of it. After 
watching some videos depicting the 
sport, it is easy to see that it is a good 
form of cardio as participants gallop 
about and jump over hurdles. 
You can tell that a good level of 
flexibility, body strength, control, and 
jumping ability is required to succeed. 
Each hurdle in the course gets higher 
and harder to jump over. Coordination 
is also important when emulating 
dressage, since participants have to keep 
their body steady and move gracefully as 
if they were a real horse as they perform 
choreographed movements.
Besides its athletic aspect, hobby-
horsing can also be considered a 
mental sport, since your creativity and 
handicraft skills are put to the test when 
designing the hobby-horses. When 
you look at the hobby-horses that 
participants use, you can see that they 
don’t look like an ordinary hobby-horse 
you could buy from the store. Many are 
custom-made by the riders. 
The peculiar sport is about 
to be showcased in an upcoming 
documentary by Academy-Award 
nominated Selma Vilhunen called 
Hobbyhorse Revolution. In the film’s 
trailer, the girls are shown training 
outdoors in a forest and across rivers. 
You can tell that they really do take it 
seriously. Hobbyhorse competitions 
are organized completely by volunteers 
and loyal followers. There are judges 
in competitions and winners are 
awarded rosettes like in 
equestrian sporting events. 
The community is so strong that 
competitions happen across 
Finland and a large number of 
participants attend the events, 
despite the seemingly niche 
nature of the sport. 
You just can’t help 
but root for the girls 
who have created 
this eccentric sport. 
The dedication, 
enthusiasm, and 
community spirit they 
have fostered is 
amazing. It’s 
like watching 
Quidditch, 
but this time 
the magic is 
in the playful 
innocence 
and creative 
nature 
that 
hobby-
horsing 
brings 
about.
Sports around the 
world: Hobby-horsing
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
öö Hold your hobbyhorses
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It’s going to be a long week ahead of the Royals softball team. They play 
six games in about four days. Those 
six games are going to be spread out 
in the form of three series. However, 
after last week, the coming week 
may reveal more than the Royals had 
anticipated. 
While their games against 
Edmonds Community College may 
have been rescheduled (date not yet 
announced), that may have been for 
the best. Olympic College put the 
team through more than anticipated, 
even though the Royals came away 
with two wins at the end of it. 
The Royals batters had quite 
the series against Olympic College, 
putting up 29 runs in 2 games. But 
it was a nightmare for the Royals’ 
pitchers. Olympic College put up 10 
runs in 2 games, which for the Royals 
was fairly high. Game one saw Keeley 
Ainge pitch four innings, allowing 
three hits and one earned run with 
one strikeout. She was relieved 
after four to give Megan Palmer her 
NWAC debut. Palmer did her job 
pretty well. She closed the game in 
the fifth inning, allowing one hit. 
The low-scoring affair was typical 
of the Royals. It was the next game 
where it got odd. 
Kira Staley got the start for the 
Royals, but it didn’t last too long. She 
pitched 1 and 2/3 innings, allowing 
4 hits, 4 earned runs, 1 walk, and 
1 strikeout, before being relieved 
by Keeley Ainge. Keeley fared a bit 
better, but only a bit. She had a rough 
start, allowing five runs, four of them 
earned, in the third inning before 
pitching four run-less innings to close 
the game. 
While Keeley managed to bail 
the team out in the later innings, the 
obvious concern is wear and tear. She 
pitched 120 pitches combined, which 
is a bit on the high side for it being so 
early in the season. But it seems that 
it worked out, as the series against 
Edmonds Community College was 
cancelled and to be rescheduled.
That means the next team 
the Royals will face is Highline 
Community College. Highline sit 
sixth in the North division, and have 
a record of 5–7. Not the greatest, 
but their scores say more than their 
record. An offensively loaded team, 
Highline is talented at hitting, but not 
so much defending. If the Olympic 
series showed us anything, it’s that 
you won’t be able to outswing the 
Royals, even if they let you try. This 
should be a 2–0 for the Royals. My 
guess is in 12 innings, but it could be 
10 or 14 depending on the scoring. 
On the Friday, the Royals play 
the 8th place Skagit Valley, who have 
a record of 2–8. This series practically 
speaks for itself: 2–0 Royals, 10 
innings.  Should be an easy one here, 
but it doesn’t mean fatigue can’t set 
in. 
Saturday sees the Royals take on 
third place Pierce College. Pierce has 
been okay this season. With a record 
of 5–2, they have been one of the 
better teams in the North division, 
and it isn’t a fluke. The Pierce team 
has shown a little bit of everything. 
Their bats are big, and their runs 
scored are usually in the high single 
digits or double digit range. They are 
also defensively pretty set. They’ve 
shown that they are able to keep the 
score low, which is something the 
Royals have also shown. 
To predict who’s going to take 
this series will be difficult. It’s 
going to be interesting to watch 
the storyline of Kira Staley this 
weekend. The rookie had a couple 
great showings to start the season, 
but has since struggled. Is it time 
to bring someone out from the 
bullpen to push for that number 
two spot? Maybe. Staley will likely 
have chances to prove herself against 
Highline and Skagit Valley, but I have 
to think that if she underperforms, 
the Royals will go for a different 
number two pitcher against Pierce. 
All in all, I want to say 2–0 
Royals, but I’m comfortable say 
1–1. This means 5–1 on the week, or 
6–0 in the best scenario. Because 
Edmonds lost last week (shocking 
I know), the Royals are currently 
in first due to win percentage. 
If they remain undefeated, they 
will continue to hold that. If they 
lose one game, they will tie with 
Edmonds. If they lose more than one 
game, they will finish the week in 
second. 
Overall, it’s going to be a pretty 
great week for softball.
Highline-Valley-Pierce
öö Royals Softball have long week ahead of them
The NHL has crippled Canada’s chance for a repeat gold in men’s 
hockey at the 2018 Olympics by refusing 
to allow their players to play in the 
Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang. 
The announcement came after years of 
hockey teams internally complaining 
about the disruption to the regular 
season, since the NHL and Olympic 
Games overlap. This was also after 
attempts and negotiations with the 
International Olympic Committee 
failed. 
This means that players in the NHL 
will not be able to take time out of their 
contracts to participate, effectively 
barring entry for anyone currently in the 
league. As of now, most players seem to 
oppose the decision, but there seems to 
be little they can do about it. However, 
Russian legend Alexander Ovechkin 
has publically said that he will be going 
to Pyeongchang to play for his country, 
with or without the league’s consent. 
Speaking of which, the league had 
been considering terminating their 
dealings with the IOC for some years 
now, as costs to the NHL began to vastly 
outweigh the benefits. NHL sources 
have indicated that the move away was 
specifically triggered this year to focus 
on the growing league, as the Las Vegas 
Golden Knights and a host of new 
players will be entering the league next 
year. Though the decision is unpopular 
with fans, players, and the media, the 
NHL considered the case “closed” and 
has committed to focusing on next 
years’ playoffs instead.
NHL refuses to 
participate in 
2018 Olympics
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
öö Hockey’s biggest league won’t let 
players become Olympians
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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Red, orange, green, and blue signs are starting to find their places on front lawns. Campaign busses are being spotted throughout the 
Lower Mainland. Headlines are increasingly featuring names like Clark 
and Horgan. Everyone (who votes) in BC is about to make an important 
decision, one which they will need to make by May 9.
The results of this election will determine which direction the 
provincial government will take on a variety of issues, from child care 
to pipelines. However, what makes this election unique is that the 
issues at stake are seemingly ones that will greatly affect students 
and young adults. How will students fund their education? Will 
disadvantaged adults be able to easily access a basic education? What 
will be the minimum wage that a job is allowed to pay to its entry-
level workers? Where are the job opportunities going to be? Will it be 
anything more than a pipe dream for young people to be able to own 
their homes? The questions are endless.
Many of the issues concerning students hit close to home. Douglas 
students may remember DSU volunteers and staff coming to their 
classes back in November 2016, asking for signed postcards in 
exchange for free water bottles. It was a movement that the DSU 
lovingly called its Week of Action. In the second two weeks of 
November, the DSU managed to collect over 4,000 signatures in 
support of Squash the Squeeze, a campaign that advocates for 
increasing the public funding of post-secondary institutions, reducing 
tuition fees, freezing the interest on student loans, and reinstating 
provincial grants for students—as BC students can currently only 
receive grants from the federal government.
While the DSU had a big part of pushing this campaign forward, so did 
other student unions across the province. As of today, there have been 
12,581 people who have petitioned in support of Squash the Squeeze.
The DSU didn’t stop their action at signatures. Following their Weeks 
of Action, the DSU met with MLAs Kathy Corrigan of Burnaby-Deer 
Lake and Judy Darcy of New Westminster to voice their concerns over 
how the provincial government has been dealing with post-secondary 
education, in a presentation that they titled “Pathways to Prosperity.”
Another notable campaign for students has been Don’t Close 
the Doors. Don’t Close the Doors developed after the BC Liberal 
government cut funding to adult basic education—which includes 
essential courses for those with low literacy or upgrading for high 
school courses—in 2014. Previously, these courses would be free and 
accessible, but, since the cuts, they are now subject to tuition fees. 
The student campaigns haven’t slowed their momentum since late 
2016. They have taken to amplifying awareness to the public. For 
example, students going to Langara may find during their commutes 
that Open the Doors—a campaign similar to Squash the Squeeze—
has taken up some advertising spaces. Student associations across the 
province have realized that now is the time to pressure prospective 
governments to adopt policies for students.
The surge of action among students, alongside the results of the 
2015 federal election, is notable enough to get the attention of 
politicians. While only 47.9 per cent of people aged 18–24, or about 
112,918 people, voted in the last provincial election—only half of 
those who had registered to vote, according to Elections BC—2015 
saw a surge of young voters. According to Elections Canada, the 2015 
federal election saw an 18.3 per cent increase of voters in the 18–24 
age group. While only 38.8 per cent of people in this demographic 
voted in 2011, 57.1 per cent of them voted in 2015. Add an increase 
in campaigns and protests—such as the demonstrations against 
pipelines and high housing prices—and it would seem like BC’s 
political parties would be foolish not to put more thought into the 
demands of its younger demographics.
Aside from education campaigns, students and young adults share 
some overarching issues with the general public.
The impact of Douglas College and youth in provincial politics
By Mercedes Deutscher, News Editor
Minimum wage has been gradually increased over the years, moving 
from $8.75 in 2011 to its present $10.85 per hour. Still, a full-time worker 
living on such a wage is difficult. A full-time monthly salary on the 
minimum wage is approximately $2,600 per month, before deductions. 
One potential renter in Vancouver would be hard-pressed to find 
anything private under $1,200. Add the cost of energy, internet, food, 
and transportation, and those living off of minimum wage have barely 
any income left to enjoy small pleasures, like a night at the movies or a 
restaurant. 
“Even if they work full time, they live below the poverty line,” said Irene 
Lanzinger, president of the BC Federation of Labour, to CBC. “[Their 
annual income is] $4,000 below the poverty line.”
The BC Federation of Labour delivered a petition for a $15 minimum 
wage with 56,000 signatures to BC Legislature on March 15. Their 
cause was quickly adopted by BC NDP leader John Horgan. It is 
assumed that the BC NDP will be adopting the $15 minimum wage as 
a major part of its election platform.
A minimum wage of $15 is still far from what is considered a living 
wage, yet it could be the first step in bridging the gap.
However, is increasing minimum wage to $15 so quickly really 
a wise decision? Sure, it will help out those working service 
and hospitality jobs, yet the wage increase could be at 
the cost of employment opportunities. David Green, a 
UBC economist, predicts that the wage increase could 
cost 7.6 per cent of available jobs that pay minimum 
wage, according to a study titled The Case for Increasing 
Minimum Wage. 
Housing prices are another hot ticket item in the 
upcoming election according to the polling done by both 
the BC Liberal party and the BC NDP. Housing ranked as 
British Columbian’s top interest in the election, and the 
current housing market is a daunting one for young adults 
who wish to own their own homes one day.
While housing remains affordable outside of BC’s metro 
areas, the price of housing has skyrocketed within Metro 
Vancouver in recent years. Properties in Vancouver cost 
far into the millions, and the cost of housing in nearby 
municipalities seems to only be following suit.
It is speculated that foreign ownership has contributed to 
the inflation of housing in Vancouver. Despite a 15 per cent 
tax introduced to foreign buyers in 2016, there have been little 
improvements to the housing market. It seems that there are houses 
in Vancouver that are sitting empty and unsold. The tax has 
discouraged foreign ownership of these homes, but their prices 
still sit too high for the average person or family to afford.
“We are going to work with the city of Vancouver and other cities on 
issues in respect with vacancy and speculation and supply,” said BC 
premier Christy Clark to CBC. “All of those issues are on the table. 
Nothing is off the table for discussion.”
So what do BC’s politicians have to offer young adults across the 
province? The provincial parties started rolling out their platforms last 
week, but have yet to entirely release their platforms. So far, it seems 
that their answers have been merely vague and indecisive.
It is up to the voters to keep the government on their toes about 
important issues. With enough pressure, political parties will listen.
One hand represents 100 signatures 
in support of Squash the Squeeze
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According to Elections Canada, 
the 2015 federal election saw an 
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There’s no better way to wrap up a year of sports than with a nice 
dinner with your friends and a bit of a 
show. Last week, the Royals hosted their 
annual Athletic Banquet to wrap up the 
athletic year. It was a joyful and merry 
event as several athletes were honoured 
and recognized amongst their peers. 
The first thing of note was the 
overall success of this year’s program. 
The Royals have seven teams in the 
PACWEST, and six of the teams 
captured medals in the post-season. 
Their NWAC programs saw softball 
nearly take the NWAC title. Overall, it’s 
been a heck of a year to be a Royal. 
With over 30 individual awards 
being doled out by the PACWEST and 
NWAC respectively, it’s safe to say 
that this year saw a lot of personalities 
distinguish themselves. Let’s take a look 
at this year’s award winners.
Men’s Soccer
It was a great year for men’s soccer. A 
silver medal at the PACWEST Provincial 
Championship and their third 
appearance at Nationals in four years 
were the highlights of their season. The 
team was led by fifth-year transfer Tony 
McCullough, who picked up this year’s 
Unsung Hero award. With his last year 
of eligibility finished, there was some 
question as to what McCullough would 
be doing in the coming year. That is a 
question no longer, as it was confirmed 
that McCullough will be returning to 
the Royals in a coaching position. 
Picking up the Player’s Choice 
Award was Isaac Kyei. The fifth-year 
Royal has spent his entire career with 
the Royals and was acknowledged for 
it. During his time with the program, 
Issac has picked up two PACWEST gold 
medals, two PACWEST silver medals, 
and a CCAA bronze medal. 
Race Williams picked up the Rookie 
of the Year award, which made sense 
considering he picked up the PACWEST 
Rookie of the Year award for his 
contributions to this year’s campaign. 
He finished fourth in PACWEST scoring 
with five tallies. For his efforts this year, 
Race was also nominated as a candidate 
for Male Athlete of the Year.
Women’s Soccer
No story is more satisfying to tell than 
the story of this year’s women’s soccer 
team. After having to fill the gap left by 
the absence of two of the PACWEST’s 
top goal scorers, as well as having to fill 
the hole left by losing their first choice 
goalkeeper, the team came into the 
league and captured the title, as well as 
a PACWEST silver. They would go on 
to win the program’s first CCAA medal, 
capturing bronze. 
Leading the team this year was 
third-year Samantha Kell. She would 
pick up the Heart of a Royal award 
for her dedication and passion to the 
team. Alongside her was her co-captain 
Michelle Wessa, who would pick up the 
Best All-Around Player award. Along 
with being a leader, Wessa was a key 
defensive midfielder, and even chipped 
in her fair share from long range. 
But there was one player who 
rose above her peers this year. Andrea 
Perrotta would be the player to take 
home the MVP award. She led the 
PACWEST in goals and assists, chipping 
in on more than half of the Royals goals 
this year. She also won the PACWEST 
Player of the Year award, and was 
named a CCAA All-Canadian. On top 
of all of this, for her efforts this year, 
Perrotta was named the Royals Female 
Athlete of the Year. 
Coach Laxton was also 
acknowledged at the banquet. His 
team’s performance over the last two 
years has seen him make history in 
two straight years, and earned him the 
Royals Coach of the Year award. 
Men’s Volleyball
Coming in the year needing to 
rebuild, the men’s volleyball team 
wasn’t expected to win anything. But 
led by head coach Jay Tremonti, the 
team would go on to win a PACWEST 
bronze. On the court, the team was led 
offensively by Comeback Player award 
winner Devon Dunn. He led the Royals 
and the PACWEST in scoring, and 
picked up a First Team All-Star nod. 
Dunn was also nominated for the Male 
Player of the Year Award.  
Aaron Neumann would pick up 
the Most Improved Player award. 
His performances spiked during the 
PACWEST Championships when his 
team needed him the most, earning 
him the nickname, “The Neuminator.” 
But this year, the team was led by one 
player. At the beginning of the season, 
Jared Collin was tipped to be in the 
running for the captaincy, but he proved 
throughout the season that he deserved 
the title. He grew to be a vocal leader 
for the team and took control in tight 
situations. His efforts earned him the 
MVP award this year. 
Women’s Volleyball
The women’s volleyball program had 
one of its best years in recent program 
history. Led by their new head coach 
Jeff Ross, the team finished second in 
the PACWEST and captured silver at the 
PACWEST Championships. Ross earned 
a PACWEST Coach of the Year award, as 
well as a Royals Coach of the Year award 
nomination. Had Camosun College 
not been hosting the CCAA National 
Championships, the Royals would have 
been in. 
Nonetheless, multiple members 
of the Royals had different kinds of 
impacts on the team. Rizelle Uy is a 
perfect example of that. Coming in 
and playing as a service ace, Uy was the 
heart of the Royals spirit. For that, she 
won the Heart award. Olivia Cesaretti 
would take home the Most Improved 
award, and will likely have a huge role in 
the middle for the Royals next year. 
But the award of the night went 
to the team’s leader, Juliana Penner. 
Penner finished her last year with 
the team and capped off her list of 
achievements with an MVP award from 
the Royals. 
Men’s Basketball
The men’s basketball team added 
another peg up in their journey to 
the top of the PACWEST this year. 
With new head coach Joe Enevoldson, 
the team would go on to capture a 
PACWEST bronze medal. 
Sheldon Derton was a surprise for 
the team this year. The promising player 
announced it would be his last year with 
the team before going on to be a wall 
to be reckoned with in the PACWEST. 
Derton won the Best Defender award for 
his efforts this year. 
In terms of the best player this year, 
there wasn’t just one. There were two. 
Malcolm Mensah and Grant Campbell 
picked up Co-MVP awards. Malcolm 
spent his fifth and final year proving 
to the PACWEST why his legacy is one 
to be remembered. He succeeded in 
earning a Second Team All-Star nod and 
the appreciation of his teammates. 
Grant Campbell was a key member 
of the Royals roster. The fourth-year 
guard played out of his mind this year 
and was rewarded with a PACWEST 
First Team All-Star nod. Along with 
being a co-MVP, Grant was nominated 
and won the Male Athlete of the Year 
award. 
Women’s Basketball
While women’s soccer may have had 
the best story this year, women’s 
basketball perhaps had the best “feel 
good” story. With new head coach 
Steve Beauchamp, the team went 
on to capture their first PACWEST 
Championship title since 1992–93. 
Although they finished 5th/6th at the 
CCAA National Championship, it was a 
milestone for the team nonetheless. 
In her last year with the team, Jettie 
McLaughlin won the Most Inspirational 
award for her inspiring two-way play. 
Amber Beasley also had a huge year for 
the team, but was unacknowledged by 
the PACWEST. Her peers acknowledged 
her contributions, awarding her the 
Unsung Hero award. 
But if there was one player who 
drove the Royals’ dream run this year, 
it would have to be Rachel Beauchamp. 
She had a dominant year on the court 
this year, both on the boards and the 
scoreboard. She pushed the Royals to 
the next level and was awarded a First 
Team All-Star nod and a CCAA All-
Canadian award. She won the MVP 
for her team at the banquet, and was a 
nominee for the Female Athlete of the 
Year.
Baseball
It was a tough year for the Royals last 
season. But despite the trials, there were 
a couple of gems. One of those gems 
was Ethan Fox. Fox overcame several 
injuries last season and still performed 
admirably. For this, he was awarded the 
GRIT award.  
Another gem in the rough was Cole 
Russell. The pitcher had a strong season 
for the Royals and became one of the 
few Royals pitchers who could hold his 
own on the mound and manage his 
ERA, despite injuries plaguing him. 
His drive to succeed earned him the 
Commitment to Excellence award. 
In terms of leaders, Brock Morgan 
stuck out as a natural. It’s his last year 
with the program, and his leadership 
will be an asset for the team. For his 
leadership last year, Brock won the 
Leadership award.
Softball
Year after year, the Royals softball 
program continues to establish itself as 
a dominant program in the West. Last 
year was no different. In fact, it was the 
best. The team made it all the way to 
the NWAC Championship game before 
falling to the champions. 
Daniella Vilio had herself a heck 
a year, and possibly the best moment 
of the year. She hit a clutch home run, 
her first of the year, to tie the game 
in a literal do or die situation in the 
Championships. For that massive hit, 
she won the Spirit Award. 
But if we’re talking about players 
that really led the team, it would have 
to be the pitcher-catcher combo, Jordan 
Britten-Yung and Keeley Ainge. Both 
players were magnificent in the season 
and the Championships, earning First 
Team All-Star awards in their first 
year. In the Championship, the two 
combined for over 500 pitches in four 
days. Their excellence earned them both 
Royals softball MVP awards. 
Coach Michelle Peters was also 
acknowledged for her contribution to 
the program, earning yet another Royals 
Coach of the Year nomination.
That brings an end to the most of 
the Royals’ athletic program. Although 
the majority of the sports are finished, a 
new season of softball and baseball lay 
on the horizon, and as the saying goes, 
the world of sports never sleeps.
Awarding Royals
öö Royals host their 2017 Athletic Banquet
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
The referee may make any call he likes, but 
if the after review panel finds you guilty of 
something they accuse you of, then you’re 
at their mercy. Image: Will be sent later.
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Content warning on this article for 
mentions of self-harm.
“You know, I once thought I had depression, then I started eating 
tuna every week and it got better.”
“I could never take medication—it 
turns you into a different person. It’s really 
just a crutch people use so they don’t have 
to face their problems.”
“Imagine if they’d medicated Van 
Gogh!”
If they’d medicated Van Gogh, we 
might have gotten a few more Starry 
Nights out of him. Or, better yet, a human 
being would have been able to live a much 
happier life, for the theoretical sake of a 
few depression-fuelled paintings. What a 
tragedy. 
The above quotes are all things 
I’ve had said to me on the subject of 
medication; some, from people who have 
no idea that I’m one of those pill-popping 
brain zombies that edgy artists like to 
paint as social commentary. Some, from 
people who actually do know this about 
me, and have that pinched, guilty look 
of a person trying to gently suggest that I 
might not know as much about my own 
mental illness as they do. 
I understand the trepidation and 
discomfort regarding medication, and it 
ties back into the mysticism surrounding 
mental illness. It’s easy to doubt that 
mental illness exists if you don’t have it, 
because it isn’t something as easy to see 
as a broken bone. The thought of taking a 
pill that might “control your mind” or 
“change your personality” can also make 
people uneasy, and to a certain extent it 
should. However, just because you don’t 
need it, doesn’t mean other people don’t 
need it. 
I’m what the doctors call “high-
functioning:” I don’t “seem” like I’m sick, 
which is part of why I’ve become so vocal 
about my mental illness and the effects 
it’s had on my life—not because I want 
people to know what I’m going through, 
specifically, but so that people can see 
that it literally can happen to anyone. 
The frustration of living with an invisible 
illness is in finding the awkward balance 
between wanting to blend in, and being 
able to explain to people why sometimes 
you just can’t. 
Before I started on medication, I lived 
in such a constant state of emotional flux 
that I honestly did not know what it felt 
like to live without it. I thought everyone 
spent nights lying awake in absolute 
terror, the source of which was ever-
changing.
Once I’d rationalized my way out of 
the fear that the sun might throw a flare 
that could cook the Earth and kill us all, 
I’d still be faced with the fear that once the 
polar ice caps melt, the methane trapped 
under the ice could quickly poison the 
planet and kill us all anyway. 
I would swing from anxiety so 
extreme it would cause my body to shake 
like I was having a seizure, to depression 
so all-encompassing I wouldn’t be able to 
move—sometimes for days. I struggled 
with this all while holding employment, 
attending school, socializing with friends 
and colleagues who had no idea that my 
thighs were scarred from years of self-
harm, and that the night before I’d spent 
six hours sobbing and watching clips of 
How It’s Made on YouTube to keep myself 
from taking that self-harm a few steps 
further. 
The choice to start taking medication 
wasn’t an easy one. It wasn’t easy to hear 
from my doctor that I’d likely have to 
spend the rest of my life on medication. 
It wasn’t easy when my first prescription 
smoothed out my anxiety, but left me only 
with the depression and the dissociative 
episodes after weeks of constant nausea 
and insomnia while my body became 
accustomed to the drugs. 
Once it started working, however, 
it was like some kind of grimy filter over 
my life was lifted. If you haven’t spent two 
decades in a constant state of anxiety, 
you can’t understand the relief when 
it’s suddenly gone, or, at the very least, 
reduced to a manageable level.
I don’t truly believe that everyone 
suffering from mental illness needs 
treatment through medication. A lot of 
mental illnesses can be worked through 
and managed without medication, 
and I definitely encourage exploring 
those options first. The choice to take 
medication—or not to take it—is 
incredibly personal and shouldn’t be 
forced on anyone either way. For me, I 
can easily say that medication has saved 
not just my life, but my quality of life. I’m 
not asking anyone to try walking in my 
shoes to understand this, because without 
experiencing it first-hand there’s no way 
you could possibly know what it’s like, 
and that’s okay. I’m just asking that people 
take my word for it, and stop trying to tell 
me that if I try hard and believe in myself, 
I can replace my medication with yoga 
and wheatgrass.
My life on 
medication
öö Dismantling the 
stigma against 
pharmaceutical treatment 
for mental illness
Buying clothes online is such a common occurrence nowadays 
that it’s hard to imagine a time before, 
in the long, long ago, when someone 
looking to start a boutique website was 
breaking new ground. One such pioneer 
was Sophia Amoruso, the founder of 
online clothing store Nasty Gal.
According to her autobiography 
#GIRLBOSS (2014), Amoruso began her 
online career with an Ebay store called 
Nasty Gal Vintage. Making good use of 
her formal education in photography 
and her passion for vintage clothing 
circa the ’60s–’80s, Amoruso was able 
to turn a profit on clothes she bought 
for next to nothing. She eventually took 
her business to its own domain after she 
was banned from Ebay. The cause of the 
ban is up for debate, though Amoruso 
said it was due to her posting hyperlinks 
in her replies to customer feedback, 
while others claim she was artificially 
inflating bids. Amoruso denied this. 
Nasty Gal, as we know it now, 
launched in 2006 and boasts over 
500,000 customers worldwide. In 2012 
it was named one of Inc. Magazines’ 
fastest growing companies, and 
Forbes named Amoruso one of the 
richest self-made women in the 
world. Currently, her net worth is 
approximately $280 million. That’s 
not bad for someone who used to 
steal her clothes out of dumpsters. 
In January of 2015, Amoruso 
decided to step down as CEO of Nasty 
Gal, and in November of 2016 Amoruso 
resigned as executive chairwoman after 
Nasty Gal had to file for bankruptcy. 
Despite all this, Netflix decided 
her rags-to-riches story—as well 
as her jumbled and often comedic 
autobiography—was interesting enough 
to put their spin on. With a plethora 
of powerful women at its helm—we’re 
talking names like Charlize Theron, 
Pitch Perfect’s Kay Cannon, Young 
Adult’s Beth Kono, and Amoruso 
herself—it’s hard to imagine that 
Netflix’s Girlboss will be anything 
less than fascinating television. 
The series will star Tomorrowland’s 
Britt Robertson, and the first season 
will be available on April 21. 
Riding in cars with boy jeans
öö Nasty Gal founder gets her own Netflix series
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
It was like some kind of grimy 
filter over my life was lifted.
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RPG hooks: The standard
öö Orcs and taverns
#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag #DougLife, 
for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s post is by @DCRoyalsWBV
If you’ve ever wanted to get into tabletop role-playing games (RPGs), then you 
better get your hook right. What are 
RPG hooks? They are basic story lines, 
used in times when you need a jumping 
off point or inspiration to begin for the 
game. A situation is laid out, and you 
run with it however you’d like. These are 
meant to inspire ideas and are in no way 
locked-in details. To give you some ideas 
to for your next campaign, I’ll help by 
providing you with some basic hooks in 
this new column. Here’s a fun standard:
You and your companions sit at 
the table at the local tavern. What once 
was a bustling city bursting with coin 
and opportunity has now dwindled to 
a drawl flophouse. While others have 
grown content in getting fat on meat 
and wine, many have not. Adventurers 
and mercenaries seeking coin have 
since left the city, leaving an eerie, 
quiet feeling amongst the streets. 
This is the topic of discussion 
amongst the tavern dwellers, including 
you and your companions as you 
take your morning meal. Halfway 
through, the sound of the castle bell 
tolls through the city. You count the 
rings. One. Two. Three… an attack! 
The denizens of the tavern react 
in a variety of ways. Some are quick 
to panic, while others make for their 
arms with haste. You are part of the 
group that chooses the later. You and 
your companions arm yourselves and 
make your way out into the city. 
Guards and soldiers rush through 
the streets, all moving towards—or away 
from—the Western Wall. Swept up in 
the rush of the remaining mercenaries 
pouring out into the streets, you and 
your companions find yourselves by 
the Western Gate before you know 
it. While the gate is closed, the 
devastation is obvious. Bodies litter the 
area. A token observation notes both 
humans and orcs among the bodies. 
An orcish attack is not uncommon. 
Many orcish tribes roam the area around 
the city. But as the gates to the city 
open, you spot the cause behind the 
panic—Hill giants! A whole tribe of them, 
wreaking havoc with the orcs. Giants 
and orcs are both selfish creatures, so 
the two working together is unheard 
of. There is some greater power here. 
But there is little time to think on this. 
The gate opens and the charge begins.
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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If you happened to desire a little “adult entertainment” this past 
April Fool’s Day, you might have 
gotten the shock of your life. 
Known for their off-the-wall 
brand of humour and philanthropy—
remember the “whack off for whales” 
stunt?—Canada’s own Pornhub decided 
to treat its vast number of viewers to a 
little fun and 
games on 
April Fool’s 
Day. In the 
spirit of the 
occasion, 
any user who 
clicked play 
on any of 
PornHub’s 
many—and 
diverse—
options 
for video 
streaming was politely informed 
that they had linked their PornHub 
account to their social media accounts, 
and that any and all videos that they 
watched would be automatically shared 
via social media . In fact, the direct 
quote of the message was “No need 
to manually share your video to your 
friends and family ever again because 
this new revolutionary sharing feature 
does it for you! Automatically!”
Now, of course this was all a prank, 
as any user that clicked the button to 
reverse this “feature” was informed. 
But the damage was done; boners were 
killed, and previously moist panties 
became dryer than a desert at high 
noon. That’s a very unfortunate thing, 
but definitely worth the laugh—or 
at least 
PornHub 
thought so. I 
suppose when 
you’re one of 
the biggest 
names in the 
sex industry 
you can 
afford to 
delight AND 
terrify. In 
my opinion, 
this definitely 
beats out last year’s prank, when they 
became CornHub. You can probably 
guess what that prank entailed—yep, 
endless videos of corn on the cob. Just 
what everyone wants when they’re 
enjoying some “private time.”
PornHub TMI
öö X-Rated giant pulls the ultimate 
April Fool’s Day Prank
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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I love thrifting. I’ve been buying clothes second-hand ever since I couldn’t afford 
to shop at retail stores. At this point, I 
rarely buy clothes regular price, and why 
would I? Buying clothes second-hand is 
cheaper and better for the environment, 
the clothes are actually better quality than 
at some retail stores, and sometimes you 
really luck out and find the perfect outfit. 
After thrifting for so many years, I’ve 
learned some helpful tricks to make your 
thrifting expeditions the best they can be.
Come prepared: Thrift stores can 
be overwhelming sometimes, and its 
super frustrating when you don’t know 
what you’re shopping for. Make a list of 
things you want and check those things 
first. It will keep you from having 20 
different things to try on, and perhaps 
also stop you from buying those 20 
things, saving money and time.
Dress light: Trying things on can 
be annoying at times, but when you’re 
thrifting you’re going to be doing a lot 
of it. Not wearing too many layers of 
clothes is helpful because sometimes 
you can just throw what you’re trying 
on over top of your clothes, making 
it easier and faster to figure out if it’s 
what you want. Plus, the people in the 
changing room line will appreciate it.
Always try it on: Some clothes 
may look your size but might not fit 
quite like you thought it would. Too 
many times I have bought something 
on a whim without trying it on, only 
to immediately regret it once I tried it 
on at home. This can become a serious 
waste of money. Trust me, try it on. 
Also, inspect your clothes before you 
buy them. There may be a stain or a rip 
in the clothing that you may not have 
noticed unless you really looked over it. 
Take the price tags off: This is a trick 
I just recently learned. If you like a certain 
item but you’re iffy on the price of it, take 
the tag off and tell the cashier at the front 
you found it without a tag. Nine times 
out of ten, they will charge you less than 
what the original tag said. I advise only 
doing this in places with a high profit 
margin, like consignment stores or Value 
Village. Doing this in a charity-based 
thrift store is a lot harder to justify. 
Don’t buy it if you don’t love it: It’s not 
hard to overspend in a thrift store. Five 
T-shirts for $10 seems like a great deal, but 
chances are you don’t need five T-shirts, 
nor will you love every single shirt. Be 
realistic about what you will actually wear 
and what looks good in the store. If you 
can imagine leaving the store without 
it, it’s probably best left on the rack.
It’s been a long school year for everyone. I can’t name a single 
person who hasn’t been dragged right 
down by a combination of politics, 
finances, schoolwork, social drama, and 
employment. But now, the school year is 
finally over. The papers are handed in, 
the exams are nearly finished, and there’s 
no more of that daily struggle with 
Blackboard. All that’s left is a proper 
retreat, to move yourself away from the 
craziness of the past few months with 
a nice return to nature. We’re in luck 
with that, because Canada is celebrating 
its 150th year of Confederation with 
free entrance into any National 
Park across the entire country.
British Columbia is home to some 
amazing parks. While they’re all a pretty 
good distance away, a nice long road 
trip is never a bad idea The important 
thing is to go with people. This is partly 
for safety, as National Parks are huge 
expanses of real, actual wilderness. It’s 
also to let you appreciate the natural 
beauty of the province with someone. 
The specific park you go to is actually 
the least important decision you’ll make 
on the trip. They’re all fantastic, so 
just go with whatever appeals to you. 
One of the most unique parks in the 
province is Gwaii Haanas National Park, 
on Haida Gwaii. It features incredible 
red cedar forests, deep rivers, and a 
historic Haida village—all watched 
over by the “Haida Watchmen,” who 
work with the government to keep all 
visitors educated and respectful.
Glacier National Park is another 
great choice. It’s near the Alberta border, 
and is a common destination, so the 
road there will be pretty straightforward 
and easy-going, and the park itself 
has more than enough space in its 
campgrounds to set up on your own.
Alberta, of course, is also famous 
for its National Parks. Banff and Jasper 
are both internationally renowned and 
thus will be pretty crowded, especially 
during the summer. However, both 
are so large that it’ll be decently 
easy to find a good camping spot 
away from the rest of the tourists. 
The ability to visit such vast, 
well-maintained, and (relatively) easy 
to access parks is something that 
we shouldn’t take for granted. Being 
able to turn off the phone and take 
a week off work to de-stress in the 
trees and mountains is a privilege 
that most people—even within British 
Columbia—don’t have. If you can 
make it happen over the summer, 
then you owe it to yourself to seize 
the opportunity and enjoy what the 
country around you has to offer.
National Parks offer a much-
needed summer escape
Thrifting tips and tricks
öö Admission is free this year, so grab a break while you still can
öö Get the most out of your thrift store experience
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
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 O Pineapple on pizza is not an abomination
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Almost everybody drinks alcohol to some degree. Most live events serve 
booze, and enjoying drinks in a social 
atmosphere at home or out is the norm. 
Alcoholism is one of the more 
common and serious problems across 
our society. It is probably the most 
common addiction, and also one 
of the most dangerous. In addition 
to the many physical and mental 
effects of alcoholism, it is one of the 
few substances that can cause death 
by withdrawal. Things like heroin 
withdrawal might feel terrible for 
those who are addicted, but going 
cold turkey won’t cause death. 
Alcohol isn’t just normalized; it’s 
actively encouraged, mostly because 
of the money that it makes. Venues 
rely on drink sales to stay open. 
Restaurants and pubs make far more 
off liquor than they do food. It’s the 
most socially-acceptable drug in the 
world, and the most damaging one, 
as well. Excessive consumption of 
alcohol leads to the deaths of millions 
around the world each year, and it is the 
equivalent of 1 death every 10 seconds. 
Drinking excessively causes 
problems. While alcohol ads do show 
“please enjoy responsibly” in tiny text, 
there is very little discussion about 
the acceptable limits while boozing. 
Everyone wants you to buy alcohol, 
and to buy as much of it as possible. 
Drinking dangerous amounts is seen 
as the norm, particularly among 
younger crowds. We’ve all seen people 
throw up, make stupid decisions, or 
put themselves in danger, all because 
they were too drunk. Many of us have 
our own memories of doing the same 
thing. Hey, it’s normal, isn’t it?
Every illicit drug—including 
marijuana—has its own side effects and 
addictiveness. However, many drugs 
(particularly marijuana) are safer and 
cheaper than alcohol. No one ever 
died from marijuana poisoning, but 
alcohol poisoning is a common and 
often fatal occurrence. Additionally, 
while the stigma of marijuana and 
other lighter drugs has become more 
relaxed in recent years, the stigma of 
having a sore head because you drank 
nine beers is much more socially 
acceptable than having a sore head 
because you did a single pill of MDMA. 
Those who choose not to drink are 
seen as abnormal. Saying “no” when 
offered booze is perceived as unusual, 
and is certainly less common than a 
“yes.” There are many valid reasons 
for people to not drink, but society 
pressures us to drink at as many events 
as possible. Non-drinkers are often 
questioned or otherwise stigmatized 
for refusing to partake. Some controlled 
substances, like cigarettes, have 
restrictive packaging and advertising 
standards. However, marketing for 
alcohol is not subjected to the same 
rules, despite its potential dangers.
I like drinking. I do my best to 
do it in moderation, and I have felt 
the effects of overconsumption and 
addiction in myself, and seen it in 
others. However, I strongly feel the 
dangers and risks of a pro-drinking 
culture are often ignored in favour of 
profits—and to avoid ruining the fun. 
Alcohol shouldn’t be illegal, but it also 
shouldn’t be found everywhere you go.
öö Why is alcohol such a large part of our society?
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
Drinking culture promotes alcoholism
In the Metro Vancouver area, it’s not an unpopular opinion that the city’s 
transit system, quite frankly, sucks. Don’t 
get me wrong, no public transportation 
system is perfect—they all have their 
flaws. I’ll even admit TransLink does 
manage to get some things right. It 
serves its purpose by getting me to 
where I need to go (for the most part), 
but there are enough things wrong 
with the system that I can understand 
the hate most people have for it. 
The recent development plans for 
a new Light Rail Transit system (LTR) 
have some people rightfully angry 
with TransLink. The system will have 
slower speeds, higher operating costs, 
and lower frequency, and it will wreak 
havoc on the environment. This is 
not the first time people of the Lower 
Mainland has been frustrated with 
TransLink, nor will it be the last. 
Just a couple years ago, TransLink 
was in the hot seat because of its 
proposed 0.5 per cent tax increase to 
help fund major infrastructure projects. 
The tax increase was voted against 
in a plebiscite, since people decided 
TransLink has enough money to fund 
their own projects. Doug Allen, the 
current CEO of TransLink, attested 
that the no vote was due to the raise in 
taxes, and not aimed against TransLink 
itself, but he was sorely mistaken.
The former CEO of TransLink, Ian 
Jarvis, received $425,000 in salary and 
another $97,000 in bonuses, according 
to CTV News. This was a major factor 
during the vote of their proposed tax, 
and understandably so. If TransLink 
is as broke as they say they are, why 
are taxpayers so grossly overpaying 
their highest ranking employees?
The first complaint everyone has 
against TransLink’s system is their 
inconsistency. Buses usually show up 
late, early, or sometimes not at all. I can 
understand lateness. Sometimes traffic 
is slow and there is nothing you can do 
about it. But when the bus shows up five 
minutes earlier than the schedule says 
it will and I see it zoom past me while 
I’m walking towards my bus stop, I lose 
my mind. Even more annoying than 
that is when the bus doesn’t show up 
at all with no explanation. Often this 
is someone’s only bus to get them to 
work, school, or home, and when some 
buses only run every 30–60 minutes, 
this can really ruin someone’s day.  
Another common complaint with 
transit-users is the ticketing system. 
When you buy a ticket on the bus, you 
will still have to buy a compass ticket 
to get onto the SkyTrain if you use 
change instead if tapping in, which 
doesn’t just seem like a cash grab, but 
it’s a huge waste of everyone’s time 
and money as well. Why not save the 
extra stress and give them a bus and 
SkyTrain ticket when they pay for one or 
the other? Get it together, TransLink.
I have a personal vendetta against 
the bus system, especially because of the 
occasional rude and obnoxious driver. 
“Wake up, you piece of shit!” I heard a 
bus driver yell at one sleeping passenger 
at 10 a.m. on a Monday morning. This 
abuse was apparently justified, because 
the man did not pay his $2.75 fare and 
was riding for free. I understood the 
bus driver’s anger and frustration; it 
was one of the days that snow had been 
plaguing the city, and there was a car 
stuck in front of the bus so it couldn’t 
move. However, is shouting abuse at a 
passenger for any reason really justifiable? 
I don’t know TransLink’s policy on giving 
out free rides, but I am sure it does not 
support yelling at passengers. It’s just 
$2.75. Does giving people a free ride cost 
you any money, or cause you any pain 
or suffering? No. It costs exactly $0 to 
be a decent human being. Sometimes 
people just don’t have change for the 
bus, or—like the common experience 
of almost all college students—their 
U-Pass hasn’t updated yet. Even I have 
been yelled at and asked to hand over 
all of my change for this very reason. 
I can’t say I understand how 
frustrating being a bus driver is, as it 
looks like a difficult job. I am not saying 
it’s easy, or that I can do any better, but 
there is something to be said about bus 
drivers who abuse their powers and their 
passengers. The $2.75 should never be 
a reason to disrespect someone, or to 
refuse them a ride home. Sometimes it’s 
their only way to get home, or it’s the 
last bus of the night. I’ve also seen some 
bus drivers drive right past bus stops 
with people waiting, sometimes late at 
night. If this is the last bus of the night, 
and they don’t have another way home, 
this can put people in actual danger. 
Vancouver is said to have one of the 
best transit systems in the world, but ask 
anyone who takes the bus and you will 
find that this is not the general consensus. 
TransLink may not be the worst public 
transportation system around, but it 
definitely has its flaws. The inconsistent 
bus times, the bus fares, the way 
TransLink spends its money, and the rude 
drivers are sure to keep people hating our 
cursed public transportation system.
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
öö An obligatory rant on why  
I hate TransLink 
More like 
TransStink
Ph
o
to
 b
y 
A
n
al
yn
 C
u
ar
to
issue 27 // volume 43 opinions // no. 19
Literacy is defined as the ability to read and write in one’s native or 
primary language of instruction. In an 
expanded definition, it is the ability to 
utilize information received from text, 
and to consciously learn from and apply 
the knowledge gained from reading. 
Currently, over 12 million Canadian 
adults experience low levels of literacy. 
The number is expected to go up to 
15 million over the next 15 years, due 
to population growth and the rising 
levels of immigrants and seniors. 
Low literacy is not the same thing 
as illiteracy. To be illiterate is to not 
have the ability to read and write. To 
be illiterate is even more difficult, and 
a much more serious problem. While 
common around the world in areas with 
lower levels of education, few Canadians 
are fully illiterate. Nevertheless, there 
are still too many illiterate adults in our 
society. Illiteracy is sometimes easier to 
treat than low literacy, as most people 
can be taught a basic level of reading 
and writing. The stigma is a particular 
factor here, because few people want to 
admit that they are not able to do a task 
learned in elementary school. Some go 
their whole lives hiding their low literacy. 
Many factors cause low literacy 
levels, and by far the most important 
is education. The majority 
of the education system 
is based on learning 
and retaining 
information. It is difficult to gain a 
diploma and conquer the school system 
without using literacy skills. Illiteracy 
can be turned into low literacy, and 
low levels of literacy can become 
high levels through education. 
Education levels and socioeconomic 
status affect literacy rates. 
Immigrants and senior citizens 
are the most likely to report 
low levels of literacy. 
Also at risk are 
visible minorities, 
people with 
disabilities, and those with low-incomes. 
Poverty is a particularly damaging factor, 
as it creates a cycle; low income causes 
poor education, and poor education 
contributes to low income. While 
marginalized groups are the most affected, 
the problem affects all demographics. 
Two out of five high school graduates—
and one in five university graduates—in 
Canada have low literacy levels, as 
do over half of Canada’s immigrants 
(regardless of education level).
Canada is regarded as a country 
with an exceptionally high quality of 
life. We are among the top 20 best 
economies and have some of the longest 
life expectancies and highest education 
rates. This country fails its citizens if they 
can live such a modern life, yet cannot 
comprehend written information at an 
acceptable level. The costs of education 
have never been higher, but the amount 
of Canadians who can’t read a complex 
novel or do their own taxes is growing 
in number as well. In the long run, that 
will be a much larger cost to our society.
I’ve been writing about Donald Trump for a year now. It was around a year ago 
that he was no longer just the rich reality 
star, he was someone seriously considered 
as a presidential candidate. The idea was 
outrageous, terrifying, and even a little 
hilarious. It was only a year ago I wrote 
a Facebook rant detailing why electoral 
results would mean that Trump would not 
receive a party nomination. Sometimes, 
things just don’t go how you’d expect. 
One year can make a big difference. 
Today, things are basically the worst-
case scenario, and it seems to only be 
getting more disturbing. Seriously, I pray 
that no nuclear bombs get launched 
before this article gets published. 
One of the most incompetent people 
alive is doing unbelievable damage to 
his country and the wider world.
Among all of Trump’s disgusting and 
unprofessional behaviours, the one that 
really stands out was his confession to 
committing sexual assault. He was caught 
bragging on a 2006 tape about how being 
a celebrity around women meant “you 
can do anything … [even] grab her by 
the pussy.” Although he claimed he was 
joking, over a dozen women confirmed he 
really did grope them like the disgusting 
pig he is. Shockingly, millions of 
Americans voted for him anyway because 
they didn’t believe or simply didn’t care 
about his victims. I think sex offenders 
(Trump has been accused of full-on rape 
by multiple people) are some of the lowest 
of the low in society, and it’s a struggle 
to say that a sexual predator becoming 
the president is good in any way. But this 
infamous confession served as a reminder 
to society that powerful people can and 
do abuse others. Rape culture and the 
excused behaviour of people who prey on 
those who hold less power than them is 
not discussed nearly enough in society. 
The first step towards discouraging and 
eliminating the practice is to talk about 
it. Many who had never thought about 
it before now hopefully think: “Wait a 
minute, grabbing women by their genitals 
without their consent is wrong. Why 
does the president get away with it? How 
many other people get away with it?” 
Trump’s political ideology has spread 
worldwide, with far-right/nationalist 
candidates and parties attempting to 
gain mainstream power in Canada and 
Europe. There is always going to be a 
group of people who supports these 
ideas, which is horrible, but exposing the 
dangers and problems of this ideology 
can only begin by recognizing that they 
exist in the first place. Proposing a ban 
on Muslims is a human-rights abuse, 
but it did cause many of us to take a 
look and say “Why do so many people 
support banning Muslims?” It allows 
us to become more understanding 
and critical of Islamophobia and the 
challenges Muslims—particularly 
refugees—face in Western society. It opens 
a discussion of xenophobia, the value 
immigrants have to society, and open vs. 
secure borders in a globalized world. 
Many people cannot and will not 
support what Trump stands for, and to 
suggest that his presence does more good 
than bad is just plain wrong. Until this 
man is impeached, things are probably 
going to get a lot worse before they begin 
getting any better. However, sometimes 
we need a push in the wrong direction 
to eventually put us in the right one. 
The Donald’s regime is the opposite 
of progressive. Perhaps it is through 
learning from his actions that the world 
will ultimately learn what is wrong.
The invisible problem of low 
literacy in Canada
How Donald Trump’s presence 
has done some societal good
öö Everyone deserves to read and write  
öö World’s worst person at least gets conversation going
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
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A few months ago, Iceland’s president Gudni Jóhannesson said that he 
would ban pineapples on pizza if he 
could. This sparked the never-ending, 
heated, and worldwide debate on the 
topic of whether pineapples belong on 
your pizza or not. The debate has caused a 
divide among people, but as a “pineapple 
knight,” I will defend the sacredness of the 
Hawaiian pizza. 
Pizza is considered a guilty pleasure 
by many, but including pineapple on a 
meaty pizza is healthier than having a 
pizza with just meat. Even for a meat-lover 
like myself, eating pizza without healthier 
toppings makes it feel like an unhealthy 
eating experience. Pineapples are rich in 
vitamin C, vitamin B2, magnesium, and 
other nutrients, so having them on top of 
your pizza makes the eating experience 
feel less guilty.  
Avid haters of the Hawaiian say that 
liking pineapples on your pizza makes you 
weird, or that you belong to a minority. 
Well sorry, haters, because the people 
who love Hawaiian pizza are actually the 
majority. According to statistics from 
CNN, Buzzfeed, Telegraph, and even Public 
Policy Polling, the majority—attracting 
over 50 per cent on average—are in favour 
of having pineapples on their pizza. Only 
around 30 per cent said that they hate 
pineapples on pizza, and less than 10 per 
cent do not mind either way.
Why, then, is there such a negative 
stigma surrounding the love of pineapples 
on pizza? It’s just because the haters of 
pineapples on pizza are very vocal about 
their hate. Do you see us Hawaiian pizza 
lovers saying pizzas without pineapples 
suck? Nope. We just stay in our lane and 
indulge in the sweet and savoury pizza 
delicacy—while reaping those nutritional 
benefits.
öö The sweet, savoury, and sacred Hawaiian
Pineapple on pizza is not an abomination
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
Print media is a declining field. Across the country, newspapers 
are shutting down or reducing staff. 
There’s more content now than ever 
before, but standing out enough 
to reach an audience is difficult. 
This is true for both print and 
online news media. Quality media 
is more important and possibly less 
visible now than ever before. 
Originally, Douglas had two 
newspapers: the Douglas Press, and 
the later-founded Other Press. Today, 
only one remains, explaining our 
misleading title. While some schools 
have two newspapers, Douglas is 
only big enough to maintain one. 
Personally, I would love to have a 
second student newspaper, if only as 
an alternative option for those who 
don’t care for us. There is enough 
subject matter relevant to students 
in every section of our paper that an 
entire publication could be devoted 
to any one of them. A newspaper 
devoted to arts around the community, 
current events, and affairs, or life 
and style options for today’s student 
would have a place in the school, if it 
existed. Sadly, the Other Press is the 
only major source for such stories. 
Print media doesn’t have to take 
newspaper form, either. Student-based 
magazines, book collections (like the 
annual Pearls anthology), and zines 
(mini alternative magazines, many 
of which can be found in the library) 
all fit into that rare medium known 
as print. Douglas does not fund these 
collections to the same extent as it does 
the Other Press, and our extra funding 
leads to more free copies, a higher 
frequency of publishing, and payment 
to all contributors and staff members. 
Of course, our content is not 
only published on paper. Articles 
from past issues can be found 
online, furthering our reach. 
At the Other Press, we are 
committed to delivering quality, 
student-based print media to almost 
25,000 students. In many cases, we 
are the source for the most detailed, 
up-to-date information about Douglas’ 
many events and activities. We are 
independent from the Douglas Students’ 
Union and have even clashed with past 
student governments for attempting 
to report on sketchy activities. We are 
proud to report unbiased, fact-checked 
stories from all across the community. 
Many feel angered by the five 
dollars allocated to the paper from 
student fees, particularly if they 
don’t read it. Many would also resent 
an increase in funding, despite the 
thousands of dollars they give up to the 
school each semester for tuition and the 
hundreds more that goes towards the 
DSU. I believe funding the arts is very 
important and beneficial both in and 
out of schools. There is so much more 
room for print media at Douglas, if only 
it had the funding. We have thousands 
of students paying to learn the arts, 
so why can’t we pay more students to 
learn how to write about it firsthand?  
Not everyone reads this newspaper. 
A lot of people don’t even know about 
this newspaper. Others deliberately 
avoid it. If you don’t like the Other 
Press, we encourage feedback and 
suggestions. Without our readers, this 
paper would be nothing. We publish 
because we are passionate about 
writing, journalism, and student life. 
We exist as a resource for the student 
body, and we are constantly looking 
for ways to update and better our 
publication. You are encouraged to get 
involved and add to our content. We 
even pay our contributors! Media only 
works when it is open and receptive 
to change, and that can’t happen 
without student involvement.
Student media is essential
öö Support your college paper
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
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Humour
Have an idea for a story? 
 humour@theotherpress.ca
 O Weather improves just in time for finals
 O Woman thinks she’s dying, turns out it’s just 
hay fever
 O Your Horoscopes
And more!
The year: 1976.   The place: Douglas College. 
The longstanding newspaper, the 
Douglas Press, had full reign over the 
student body. Slander and lies were 
spread throughout the school, and any 
who opposed the tyranny of the paper 
would succumb to its powerful wrath. 
Knowledge was forbidden. Integrity 
was cast to the wind. The paper printed 
what the paper wanted to print, and 
damn anyone who said otherwise. The 
professors were terrified, knowing that if 
a bad word was spoken from their lips, a 
new scandal would spring up seemingly 
out of the blue, and their jobs would 
eventually be forfeit. The DSU had 
fought a long, hard battle against the 
Douglas Press, with both sides politically 
maneuvering around the other in a 
metaphorical—though sometimes 
literal, when things got boring at 
lunch—game of chess, neither side 
giving up a foot of hypothetical ground. 
Eventually, they found themselves 
in a stalemate, and each allowed for 
the other’s existence, begrudgingly. 
For years afterwards, the Douglas 
Press was left to its own devices, printing 
outrageous stories of fabricated lies, 
and the students could do nothing but 
eat it up with a spoon and a smile. 
But there were some who resisted. 
A last alliance of writers and readers 
formed, in secret, in the basement of 
Douglas College; there they created a 
group that would forever change the 
fate of the post-secondary institution. 
From the burned-out ashes of truth, 
civility, and an informed democratic 
student body emerged the Other Press. 
None knew what to think of the new 
paper, as it secretly found its way into 
the hands of Douglas College students. 
For so long had they been fed falsities 
and rumours, that a properly-sourced 
and correctly quoted article was foreign 
to their eyes. It was as if they were 
awakening from a dream they had been 
trapped in for far too long, and as their 
eyes adjusted to the wonders of the 
well-written word, they were reborn. 
The Douglas Press would not be 
ousted so easily, however, and when 
backed into a corner they bared their 
fangs and showed their claws. An 
inquiry into the legitimacy of the Other 
Press’s first EIC, Laura Melley, was 
launched, and though she had a record 
as clear as a Windex’d windshield, the 
Douglas Press still claimed to have 
found solid evidence of plagiarism, 
typed from her own very fingertips. 
There was no fighting it. The 
students were convinced. For so long 
had they been mesmerized by the 
written word of the Douglas Press, so 
long had those ideas seeped into their 
minds, that they did not even think to 
question the validity of their free press. 
So Melley did what she had to 
do; she stepped down as Editor-In-
Chief. She bore the cross that none 
should have had to bear, and allowed 
a struggling Other Press to live on. 
And live on it did. Over the course 
of two years the Other Press fought 
time and time again against the 
slanderous lies of the Douglas Press, 
and little by little, the student body 
regained their grasp of the truth. 
And now, the Other Press 
remains as the other student paper 
at Douglas College, having ousted 
the Douglas Press long ago. 
Now we are free to create fabricated 
articles, full of untruths, straight from 
the depths of our imaginations. 
At least in the Humour 
section, that is.
*Evilly Cackles*
Stop me if you’ve heard this one: You did great on your 
last semester, but you’re currently 
having an awful one to balance 
it out, right? Say no more, we 
got you fam. Say goodbye to that 
3.5 GPA you were rooting for, 
and say hello to burning out and 
just getting by. Just follow this 
simple 10-step, four-month-long 
recipe, and you will have one 
of the worst semesters of your 
academic career, guaranteed!
The great ‘Other Press’ coup
Recipe for a 
disastrous semester
öö How we ousted the ‘Douglas Press’
öö Savour the taste of 
bitter anguish with this 
four-month-long recipe
Chandler Walter
Assistant Editor
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Ingredients:
 
2 cups (500ml) of  poor time 
management, zested 
3 cups (750ml) of all-purpose 
crippling anxiety 
1, four-month-long cold (or as 
desired) 
2/3 of your nights staying up till 
5 a.m. finishing homework even 
though you had all week to do it 
$200 textbooks you never bothered 
to read because you’re “not feeling 
the whole reading thing today” 
3 essays or major assignments that 
you have to skip class to finish 
because you forgot about them 
until the night before 
300 cups of coffee 
5 Tinder dates, seasoned 
2 hoodies to wear almost constantly 
2 three-hour classes 
2 part-time jobs 
Directions:
 
1) Pick up all your homework for 
the week. Immediately put it down. 
Binge watch The Fresh Prince of 
Bel-Air instead.  
2) Chill out, max, relax all cool, 
and shoot some b-ball outside the 
school. 
3) Tell yourself you will do it all 
tomorrow, repeat step 1. 
4) Combine all the ingredients 
slowly, so you don’t realize just how 
badly you’re screwing yourself over. 
5) While you’re barely juggling your 
work, school, and social life, get 
a second job just to spice things 
up. It will leave you with almost 
no time to get your work done and 
the exhaustion will keep things 
interesting. 
6) Burn out. 
7) Sprinkle with seasonal 
depression to taste. 
8) Receive final grades. 
9) Die inside.  
10) Serve, and enjoy! 
Serves 1 very exhausted 
college student or 3 well-
rested college students.
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
humour // no. 22 theotherpress.ca
A young Vancouverite was relieved this past week to discover that 
she wasn’t the carrier of a deadly 
infectious disease after all, but just 
the usual springtime sniffles.
Anna Chiu, 20, had been convinced 
for days that she had contracted a fatal 
infection and her demise was surely 
imminent, but a consultation with 
her astrologist finally set her mind at 
ease by diagnosing her with hay fever, 
or some kind of allergy to pollen, 
or cherry blossoms, or dandelions, 
or exam-panicked college students, 
or something else related to the 
season; she wasn’t entirely sure.
Chiu first noticed her symptoms—
runny nose, sore throat, watery eyes, 
and a foreboding quarter-life crisis—last 
Thursday when her nose began to drip 
uncontrollably and she began to sneeze  
violently on the bus. She felt so physically 
ill that she had to ask a 35-week-pregnant 
woman to move from the priority seating.
One witness who wished to remain 
anonymous described the scene of 
the ailing Chiu as “something out 
of a B-list horror movie,” and said 
that fellow passengers were horrified 
by the risk of contagion. “She was 
sneezing into a tissue, like some kind 
of heathen,” said the witness. “Why 
would anyone do that when they have a 
perfectly good palm to sneeze into?”
Eventually making it home safely, 
Chiu said she proceeded to spend the 
next three hours browsing WebMD. She 
was relieved to find that she apparently 
did not have either the bubonic plague 
or syphilis, although she was more than 
a little alarmed to discover that all of 
her symptoms lined up with lupus.
She tried to visit a nearby doctor’s 
clinic the next day, but was blocked 
from the clinic by a crowd of loud angry 
Americans who were protesting the 
repeal of the Affordable Healthcare Act, 
claiming that they had “only wanted 
to get rid of the Obamacare parts.”
The next few days of self-imposed 
quarantine, said Chiu, were utterly 
miserable. She reportedly went through 
7.5 bottles of cough syrup, 23 boxes of 
tissues, 12 replies to casual acquaintances’ 
concerned texts of “How are you?” with 
“I think I’m dying,” and 41 melodramatic 
Facebook statuses that were nothing but 
edgy quotes about 
the futility of life.
Finally, in 
desperation, she 
turned to her 
weekly horoscope, 
which contained 
some vague 
platitude about 
being true to 
your emotions 
and getting more 
than five hours 
of sleep a night, 
and she realized 
the cause of her 
condition. “It was 
like everything 
suddenly made 
sense,” said Chiu. “It all clicked into place. 
The alignment of Neptune, the flowers 
in the gardens, the two continuous days 
without rain—it’s actually spring.”
Two Claritin pills later and suddenly 
Chiu could breathe without sounding like 
the unholy child of a vuvuzela and a fleet 
of modified-muffler Harley Davidsons.
Chiu said that she really should try to 
remember that her seasonal allergies come 
back every spring, instead of spending a 
week each year drafting another version 
of her will and deliberately omitting 
all her friends who didn’t wish her 
“Happy birthday” on Facebook. 
But despite her self-pitying existential 
gloom, she admitted that there are 
positives to suffering from this annual 
ailment, as it allows her to continue 
griping about the weather and reasserting 
her status as a real Vancouverite.
“I hate spring,” she said. “I 
wish it would snow again.”
After months of snowfall and a weather forecast with somewhat apocalyptic 
leanings, the Lower Mainland is finally 
beginning to exhibit signs of spring.
“The flowers are starting to bloom, 
the last of the snow is almost melted, 
and the days are getting longer and 
warmer,” local weatherman John E. 
Storm said during a forecast. “I don’t 
know about all of you kids out there, 
but all I want to do right now is grab my 
bike and do a lap of the seawall, or walk 
along English Bay eating ice cream and 
having a great time with my friends!” 
This idealistic look at youth 
culture and the pleasures of early 
adulthood, however, fails to address 
the current mentality of many young 
people in their late teens and early 
twenties: Fatalistic nihilism. 
“It’s not just about World War III 
breaking out; that was bound to happen 
anyway, and we’ve already written loads 
of humour articles about it to cope,” said 
student Adrian Meta. “No, it’s something 
far worse than that: All of us here, we’re 
all… we’re all trapped in finals season.”
Indeed, rather than having a chance 
to enjoy the pleasant change in weather, 
many young adults are frantically 
pounding back energy drinks and cups 
of black coffee, burning the midnight 
oil—and the late-evening oil and the 
early-afternoon oil and even the pre-dawn 
oil—to finish 30-page term papers, group 
projects, and final exam study sessions. 
“I haven’t even noticed the weather,” 
said another student, Lina Cheung. 
“Quite honestly, it could be hailing 
fireballs that explode on impact like 
something out of a shitty Michael Bay 
movie and I wouldn’t even notice. I 
have three lab reports, one take-home 
essay on Agatha Christie, and a practice 
Philosophy exam to chew through. I don’t 
think I’ve been anywhere other than this 
school and my house since March.”
The Other Press turned to the 
staff of Douglas College for comment 
on the nice weather we’ve been having, 
only to be met with similar remarks. 
“How’s the weather? You think 
I’m paying attention to the weather?” 
commented Dr. Jane Kirkovich, from 
the department of social sciences. 
“Listen, I’ve got 53 essays to grade by 
Friday, a final exam to write, 3 cases of 
plagiarism to bring up with the dean, 
and on top of all this, I’ve got my own 
kids that need to be picked up from 
daycare in 15 minutes. So long as the 
weather isn’t actively trying to kill us, I 
really don’t give a damn what it’s doing.”
Another instructor—Cordon Green, 
of the mathematics department—did 
not give the Other Press a quote, but 
was instead found weeping gently into a 
stack of unmarked term projects, which 
he’d hoped to have marked and passed 
back to the class three weeks ago.
“You don’t want to miss all the 
fantastic memories you could be making 
this spring,” said Storm, to finish his 
weather forecast. “We probably don’t 
have that much time left on this good 
green Earth anyway, given the current 
political climate, so go out and have 
fun in the sun while you can!”
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Woman thinks she’s dying, 
turns out it’s just hay fever
öö Returns to contemplating mortality biweekly instead of hourly
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
Weather improves just in time for finals
öö Students sequestered indoors as warmer weather rolls in
issue 27 // volume 43 humour // no. 23
Your 
Horoscopes
öö Your future… but only if 
everything goes terribly wrong
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
LIBRA
(Sept. 24 – Oct. 23)
Here at the Other Press, we like to think of ourselves as a guiding force in the lives of 
the student body. And what better way to guide 
than through the mystical art of astrology and 
subtle mental manipulations? With that in 
mind, here are your horoscopes for the week.
IF TODAY IS YOUR BIRTHDAY... 
By the arrangement of the sun in relation to the 
Earth’s orbit, we can say with confidence that 
you are one year older than you were this time 
last year. This is astounding, and ought to be 
celebrated! How wonderful it is that the rapid spin 
of our planet has not yet launched you into the 
stratosphere, and that you remain here with us.
ARIES  
(March 21 – April 20)
This week, be careful to mind 
your ps and qs. The ps have been 
growing restless, and have grouped 
around a dynamic new leader 
codenamed “Capital P.” The qs have 
already staged a mutiny. Betrayal 
is upon you. You must choose now, 
as the benevolent leader of these 
letters, how best to proceed…
TAURUS 
(April 21 – May 21)
There is a saying to keep in mind 
this week, Taurus: “It is better to 
arrive late in this world, than early 
in the next.” It is a general warning 
against reckless haste, but we 
believe it should be taken one step 
further. You must arrive late to all 
of your engagements this week, 
Taurus. It’s for your own good. 
GEMINI
(May 22 – June 21)
Ah, fair Gemini. This week—nay, this 
month—promises to bring changes 
into your life. Some things are bound 
to be different, while others are 
likely to remain the same. There will 
be new people that you meet that 
you won’t like, and others who you 
might decide are pretty okay. What 
an exciting time it is to be you!
CANCER
(June 22 – July 23)
We know you’re suffering, Cancer—
sneezing and sniffling, coughing 
into handkerchiefs on public transit 
instead of into your palm like a 
disgustingly sensible human being. 
We can assure you that we’ve checked 
the alignment of Neptune in relation 
to your star chart, and we’re happy 
to conclude that you don’t have 
lupus! It’s probably just hay fever. 
Still sucks to be you, though.
LEO
(July 24 – Aug. 23)
This week you will be faced with 
a plethora of decisions, Leo. You 
will be asked to decide on life-
changing issues such as what to 
have for breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner; how best to avert traffic to 
arrive at your destination on time; 
and what clothes to wear on any 
given day. We have no answers for 
you, sweet Leo. It’s all up to you.
VIRGO
(Aug. 24 – Sept. 23)
This week promises to look up for 
you! And down. And both ways 
before crossing the street. It’s a week 
of awareness, is what it is. It promises 
to turn out pretty much the exact 
same as every other week before it.
There has been something weighing 
on your mind recently, Libra. 
Something constantly on your 
brain that you can’t quite shake. 
We’re here to help you out with the 
answer: It’s your hair. You really 
need a haircut, Libra. It’s time to 
smooth out those split ends and take 
a little weight off your shoulders.
SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 – Nov. 22)
Time is your friend this week, 
Scorpio! Your very best friend. Maybe 
more than that, in fact. Maybe a 
lot more. It’s something that’s been 
brewing between the two of you for a 
while now, you and Time, but neither 
of you have had the guts to say it out 
loud. Profess your feelings for time, 
Scorpio—now, before it’s too late!
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 – Dec. 21)
You’re in a good mood this week, 
Sagittarius! It definitely feels like 
things are going just swell for you. 
Well, we are absolutely chuffed 
on your behalf. Our only advice 
is this: Enjoy it while it lasts.
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 – Jan. 20)
This week, you will be asked to do 
some things. This is very upsetting, 
as you famously despise doing 
things. However, it will upset a 
great many people if you do not do 
these things, so you might as well 
do them with the hope that no one 
will ask you to do things ever again.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 – Feb. 19)
There is someone in your life who 
is trying to tell you something, 
Aquarius. It’s likely not very 
important or terribly interesting. 
However, if you face them directly 
while they’re telling you the thing, 
and you nod every few moments, 
they will probably think you’re 
listening to them intently and they 
will be very pleased with you! We 
suggest this course of action.
PISCES
(Feb. 20 – Mar. 20)
Once again, we reach the end of the 
horoscopes with nothing terribly 
interesting to say about you, Pisces. It 
really is quite unfortunate that you’re 
all the way down here at the bottom. 
Our suggestion should you want to 
change your situation is to contact 
Humour Editor Rebecca Peterson and 
offer her tribute in the form of food, 
wine, and money. You just might 
get a decent horoscope out of it.
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END OF YEAR 
INDIAN LUNCH
